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fha Attack on Moel.
bourns.

AN EPISODE OF 1837.
COLLAPSE OF THE EXPEDITION.

way of Western the attempt to the
defences at the Heads was mm The
object of the enemy was to make a dash at
Melbourne, and, under threat of bombard-
ment, to levy a ocontribution of several
millions, The one movement Wad intended
to be complementary to the other. In ordes
0 co-opérate with the land advance it war
necessary to force the passage of the
shoals. But whilst the Head forts
had been passed—not silenced—there
still remained the formidable obstacle
presented by the South Cnannel fort and its
attendant mine fields. Our navy bad
also to be reokoned with, and Captain

the officer to shrink from

Thomas was not
risking the loss of his own vessels if he could

inflict anything like corresponding damage
on his opponent. The loss of the Turenne
on the Mﬂhml was a notable reduc=
tion of she power of the enemy, When the
other had run the gauntlet, and were
beyond range in the anchorage near Portsea,
the Queenscliff and Nepean forta aided the
Crow’s Nest to bring the Frenchmen to sub
mission. Against such a terrific hailstorm
the disabled craiser could ofter mo effective
resistance. Her commander gallantly held
out in the belief that his consorts would
sucoeed in silencing the forts, and spare him
the indignity of surrender; but when the
fatility of this hope became apparent, there
was no other course open but to haal down
the flaz. The pounding from the heavy
guns of the forts, especially the Crow's Nest,

had been merciless. At short range every
-Lt #2134 Tha hattarad hull bore unmis)

National Li [
ibrary of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220484582



Weekly Times (Melbourne, Vic. : 1869 - 1954), Saturday 19 March 1887, page 6 (2)

NMNMid DOUll LHADLULiITows R o smrw e —

shot told, The battered bull bore unmis]
takable evidence of the severity of the
fire, and the vessel was brought nearly
to a sinking condition, Tne oaptain
and many of his officers were ?nunded, and
amongst the crew the mortality was very
reat. After the naval fighs, in which the
berus was partially disabled, and the
gunboat Victoria sunk, Shere was & tem-
porary lull in the combat preliminary to
renewed efforts. Ths Triomphante and tho
Ilyin were the only vessels of the enemy's
uadron in fighting trim, the Vliadimir
ﬂunumlnh having sustained injuries from
the torpedo explosion of a character 8C
serious that to manceavre her was im.
asible. Her powerfol armament, however,
was  dtill effsctive, Lylog in fhe
deep anchorage in the vicinity of Portses,
the fleet was troubled #olely by the Franklir,
fort, but her 80-pounders were unable to
maintain their fire against the heavy guni
of the oruisers, We were taught by this a
painful lesson of the uselessness of lightly
armed forts. The enemy, instead of being
kept under continual fire, obtaived a breath«
ing time which could be utilised tor the
paration of their assault on the remaining
E‘k in our system of defence, -

MINES AND COUNTERMINES,

Against the three, or counting th)
Botomahana, the four vessels of the enemy,
woe could produce only the Cerberus, whote
fighting power was greatly diminished by
her slow speed; the o boats, and ou:
remaining gunboat, the Albert, armed with
one 8ia, and one 6in. gun. 8o far as our
naval defence was oconcerned, we wero
foferior In foroe, though strong emough to
harass and impede our foes in apy attempt
on the South Channel fort. pon this
work and the ascompanying mine field:
rested our main reliance to pres
vent the passage of the shoals
being accomplished. If this cbetacle were
overcome, a free way was opened to Hob-
aan’s Rav. and Malhonrne would come under
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son’s Bay, and Melbourne would come under
the of bombardment. The enemy were
as well acquainted as ourselves with the
vital importance of the task before them,
and did not underrate the difficulties of the
situation. A eomplete and comprehensive
system of submarine mines had been laid
under the supervisiom of Major Rhodes, and
rotected by the fire of the South Casnnsl
ort, the Nelson etationed in the rear
of the field, auvd the Albert operat-
ing in the shoal waters on the eastern
side of the channel, presented a check which
peeded very careful treatment. The plan
of the enemy was to proceced by counter-
mine, exploding the obstacles which
impeded the channel, and then to run
ast the fort. The armament of the South

hannel fort comprised two Bin. breech-
loading Armstrong guns, mounted on
hydro-pneumatic disappearing carriages,
and the artillerymen were well protected
from opposing fire Built on the edge of
the shore, near No.5 buoy, the work com-
manded the channel, and the seaward gons
swept a wide range. The ememy deter-
mined to make their attempt under cover
of vight in order the more effectnally to
conceal their movements and to evade the
dangerous fire which otherwise might
destroy their chandes of success. Accordingly,
until nighttall no siga of their intentions
was manifested, though their arrangements
were bateadily proceeding When the
chosen moment had arrived, the Triom-
hante, Ilyin, and Rotomahana moved
so'ln towards the South Channel, leaviog the
Russian oruiser at the anchorage, Carefully
feeling their way, the three ships advanced,
seeking to hide all .Elﬂ thelr whereabouts.
Saddenly a flash of brilliant light across the
water showed that tshe fort was on the
alert, and the boom of the heavy gunm,
followed by the hissiag of the shell,
denoted that the vensets had been observed.
The Triomphante replied, less for the pur-
pose of injuring the fort than to distract
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pose of injuring the fort than to distract
attention and to hide the operationa of the

boats under the cioud of smoke.

The

experiments at Milford Huven proved the
facs that a beam of eleatrio light playing vn
a oloud of cenuwon emoke makes ihe

Iatter mbre opaque and ¢Qbscuring

The ecemy, aware of this

than
result,

before.

were resolved to turn their knowledge

$o0 scooant. Shrouded in obscurity, the

boass of the fleet and the torpedo launches

were sent forward to carry on the work of
. , Whilst the fort and the ships

#wm spiillery dusl, The

from the guns were the onl{ indieation
ven of the position of the ships, and the
waas grestly at random. Ia the mean-

' time, the boats were busily e .
lli:: after mine was a:pm

‘ means of torpedoes floated down
upon them, The operation was oOoe

full of danger, a% not infrequently
the mlumﬂgu off while the boas
was yet within the radius of explosion, and
bost and cocupants would be hurled into the
air. As soon also as the object of the enemy
was penetrated, the fort diverted its fire
from the ships, and sought to find the range
of the boats. Acquainted with the position
of the field, the artillerymen were able to
judge with some degree of certainty, and
their fire told with such destructive eiiecs
that the enemy were obliged to suspend
their operations,

THE NIGHT ATTACK.

The Victorian navy was not destined tobe
idle while these events were proceeding.
Captain Thomas had determ to stir up
the enemy, and he managed a plan for &
night surprise. The injuries to the Cerberus
were more serious than at first appeared,
and the vessel could be fought with only one
barret. He was not, however, to be de-
barred by this circumstance, and the

2.8 b b bawnada hastks
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Carberus, acoompanied by the torpedo boats,
Childers, Nepean, and Lonsdale, stood over
ko the Portsea anchorage. The OChilders
waa despatched to discover the position and
movements of the enemy, the other vessels
sautiously advancing atslower speed. Whilst
the fast torpedo boat was absent on this
errand, the guns of the South Channel fort
and the reply of the Triomphante indicated
the attack in that direction, Captain
Thomas hesitated whether he should proceed
there. but the report from the Childers that
the Vladimir Monomach w3s alone convincep
him that an opportunity was open to infliot |
a crushing blow on the ememy. He calcu-
lated that the South Channel fort would be
able to occupy all the attention of its
assailants quite long enough to enable
him to do the work before him. Conze-
guently he resolved to make the Russian
cruiser his poiat of attack. Hoping.to take
the enemy at an advantage he sent the
Childers to make a half circuit, in order that
it might make its dash from the farther side,
between the vessel and the shore, where an
attack was less likely to be contemplated.
The Russians, however, if not expecting to
be assailed, were on their guard, and a
cordon of boats was stationed arouod the ship
at a distance of about two hundred yards,
ready to tEl“ the alarm, whilst the
vessel itself was protected by torpedo
netting. Indeed, it soon became evident
that the Childers must have been observed
on her reconnoitring trip, for the waters
were illuminated by the electric light, and
88 the Oerberus came within the radius the
Russian opened on her. Finding the chance
of surprise gone, Captain Thomae boldly
uma%t:d the contest, and whilat the guns of
the Cerberus played on the huge hulk,
which was unable to manceuvre, the
torpedo boats watched their oppor-
tunity to launch their deadly mis
siles, The Lonsdale, which was smartly
handled, made a desperate dash, and suc-
naadad in discharging a torpedo under the
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ceeded in discharging a torpedo under the
bows of the crulser, which, exploding with
a roar, shook the vessel from stem to stern,
and enlarged the injuries previonsly caused.
' The Lousdale, however, was doomed o pay
' the penmalty of her audacity. A riddling
fire was poured upon her, and at the
moment when reversing her enginea a shot
struck her amidships, disabling her
machinery, and leaving her to drift away
helpless, The fire from the machine
ns decimated her crew. The Cerberus,
also, did not escape scathless, as she was
struck near the water-line by a shot which
netrated her plates, and left a nasty rent.
: ?aurthelul, the enemy was suffering even
more severely under her fire. Unable to
' move freely, nearly every shot ol the heavy
18-ton guns told with disastrous effecs. But
t:e culminating catastrophe was at hand,
The Childers, dashing out of the darkness,
darted past the vessel, discharging two
Whitehead torpedoes, which, siriking the
veesel, one amidships, and the other
slightly to the stern, exploded almost
gimultaneously. A shower of sparks and
shattered woodwork was thrown into the
air. And then a terrible cry of anguish
arose as the discovery was made manifest
that the veseel was sinking. The water
poured in throogh the huge rentein her side,
and within a few moments the ship heeled
over and sunk beneath the waves. Moet of
her crew were carried down with her, bus
our boats picked up the few survivors
struggling on the surface.

THE ATTACE ON THE SOUTH CHANNEL FORT,

The attack on the Boath Coaunnel fort
was not given np by the ecemy on accounnt
of the catastrophe to their consor:, They
had under-estimated the offensive power of
the Victorian navy, and had paid the penalty
of their error. Neither were they fully aware
of all that had happened, though the ex-
plosions and the cessation of firing caused
them to fear the worst. But unless the

Al Sl SO M F LR T ERS, RO CRSe. ——'2 an
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them ©T0O I&ATr [NDe WOrsEt, DUTY unlers fhe
enterprise was to be abandoned, and the
land expedition left to its own resources, the
obstacles in the Sonth Channel must be
overcome, They argoned that once
pecure the passage through the shpals,
and they could dictate their own terms
at Methonrne.  Besides. their bhlond waps
up, and they were not willing to allow that
an expedition on stoh a scale of magnitude
could be defeated by the unaided resources
of the colony alone. The resolve waa there-
fore come to fo make another determined
effort to force thechannel, Abandoning the
slow and arduous attempt to explode the
mive fields eeriatim, they conceived she
idea of attempting to surprise the fort ty
a boas attack, They estimated that under
cover of the darknees it might be pyssible for
the boats t0 approach the fort inthe rear and
with a sudden rush to uvercnme resistance

They did not coneeal from thonselves that
the undertaking was a forlorn hope, but
they relied on the unexpected nature of the
attack, which would be covered by a con

tiouons fire maintained on the fors. If tnis
effort failed (- was agreed that the oniy
course was to retire, for they were not
unmindfal of the danger that the British

flset, which had been decoyed sway,

e e e

ould soon be on their track, and they
:ld no wish to be ocaught like
rats in a trap. With all speed the boat ex-

tion was organised, three handred men
D sutvthed and flup.uh.d‘hm thelr
ptrllllgu task, It was recognised that t |
was d of the fire Irom the ships injuring |

their own men, bus these and other perils |
h:iiriobe m:unhnd. or the failure of the |
enterprise to be admitted. The fort was |
deluded into the belief that the efforts to |
explode the mine-fields were still being con
tinued, and ita fire was drawn in this
maoner. The Triomphante kept Il‘lip tiht:

the fort as
Ewdﬂt _i-ﬂina in all eerious-
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ttack roceeding in llr !ﬂ_l'iﬂlll-
ek vere proomilng o bhs i
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or the Cerberus. Oar ironclad, however,
was not in a condition to vemiure 0D ADy
effort of the kind, Hour after hour passed
away, for the distance to be traversed by
the boats was considerable, and the progress
slow. As the time allotted expired, the
enemy increased their fire, with the view of
keeping the attention of the fort engaged.
To emphasise the apparent seriousness ol
the movement, it was also determined
that the Rotomahana should ran the

untlet of the chaunel, the ememy reck-

g little of her fate so long as it might
gerve the pur of distracting the notice
of the defenders. Her original crew were
still retained on board, and were obliged to
run all the perils of the chance. A select
baod, only sufficient to work the vessel
chosen from the Triomphante, were allotted
to the task, and at full speed-the doomed
steamer proceeded on her fatal mission. She
had advanced some way when, striking one
of the submerged mines, there was an
explosion which shattered the bowe
of the wvessel, and redoced her
at a blow to a driftiog wreck.
Of those on board only a few
succeeded in eventuaily escaping. This
attempt, wild as it zeemed, narrowly missed
attaining its object. Those on the fort were
so intent on the explosion that the enemy’s
boats were enabled to reach the rear of the

fort unobserved. 1n attempting to effect a
landiog, however, they fell into confusionm,
the alarm was raised, and before they conld
make good their footing on the rubble stone
which proteots the foundation on which the
fort is built an effective resistance was
presented. The machine guns were turned
upon the boats, several of them were erunk,
and the remainder of the expedition, defeated
and disheartened, made the best of its way

el b Al A ®
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back to the ships, *
THE RETREAT,

The Triomphante and the Ilyin alone re-
mained ol the squadron which had entered
the Heads: The Turenne a wreck on the
Victory shoal, and the Viadimir Monomach
sunk at the Portsea anchorage, testified
to the strength of our defences; and the
last and vital link in the chain was still un-
broken. After the ill success of their last
efforts the enemy were resolved to give over
the undertaking, to join the Duquesne
outside, to re-embark the troops om the
transports, and to try their luck in some
other place where the means of reesistance
was lews effective. Bat in devising theae
plans they reckoned without their hcst
Admiral Fairfax, thongh misled by the New
Zealand deooy, had soon discovered the de-
ception, and informed the steamer sent
from New South Wales of the whereabouta
of the enemy, had started in immediate
pursult. On the evening before the intellis
gence waa telegraphed from the Promon
that the Brisish flees, comprising the Nelson
flagehip, thecorvestes Diamond and Opal,and
the sioop Miranda, had signalled the station,
mad had obtaived information of the pro-
~resa of e¢vents. The admiral told the
authoriti«s to endeavour to de:ain the
eavmy, huping to deliver a crushiug blow
which shouid Aoally dispuse of the expedi-
tlon. How eagerly was the morrow awaited
8 Qoeensciiff, where it s0on became knowa
that the B.isish fleet might be expected as
daybreak, The vnemy, uncoosciovs of the
near approsch of Admiral Fairlax, were
still cooscious that there was no
lime %0 be lost, Having *recelved

S heir boat_ex-
eedlion, sh. Trompisets sud, e 1171
started for the Heads to “""d.mm: :i:
gauntlet of sbe forte, bub ancer LF Ll Y oot

cumstances, P'E--Tf and at Oneenscliff
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?ﬁ?hurud at the Heads, and at Queenscliff
snd Nopsan pesprgtone e

. 0 1 offective help, but the

unable to render
Childers and Nepean, by threstening at-

ta did their utmost %0 delay the vessels,
W':lk::' ronning between the Heads, the
re on them f$o give them

ed
:orl'.- < remembrance. On rounding

apﬂnpn h
then for the first time did the
E.nnmr uhu::a the Britisn fleet in the offing,

or rather two of the fleet, the Nelson and
Dismond, for the Opal had beea E“.E?E’Ef

it of the Duquesne, A0Q S0® MiTRuuL
in m‘.ﬂna up anlhm Port harbour to
destroy the transports which eonstituted
the base of the land expedition. Then
followed the stirring sight of a fight at
sea. The contest was not of lnngk[iuntinn.
The Frensh cruiser, after theknocking about
she had undergone, and Wwith a weakened
-crew, was in no condition to cope with so
formidable an antagonist aa the Nelson.
After a sh but short fight she was com-
pelled to strike her flag. The llyin did not
seek to engage the Diamond, but taking ad-
vantage of her exceptional speed, made her
escape — the only one of the bhostile
squadron that got away, for the Duquesne
was eventually chased down and captuared.
THE END OF THE LAND EXPEDITION.
With the collapse of the paval attack,
the fate of the esubsidiary land expe |
dition became a certainty. BEven victory |
could be only a prelude to defeal. Bu:
our soldiers proved themselves as cap-
able in the field as In the forts, and
the day which witnessed the final rolling up
of the enemy's fleet saw also the Russians
retreat in despair from the blood-stained
of Moant Kliza. The main body alone
retained some semblance of cobesion, and
prepared doggedly to fight their retreat to
what they believed to be their oaly place
of safety, their ships at Stony Point. ben
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the commandant was made aware of the re-
sults at the Heads, he, in order to save the
useless shedding of blood endeavoured to
communicate wich the enemy, and induce
them to surrender. But whether the officers
could not underssand, or would not beiieve
the communication, the flag ol truce was
rejected, and the pursuit, under the com=
mand of Lt.-Colonel Browrigg, was steadily
maintained. The object of L. Colonel
Brownrigg wasto press on the retreating force
to prevent their making any stand, or recover
ing their cohesion. He was well aware that
our troops underMajor-General Downes had
crossed from Dromana, and would very
soon cubt them off. And this was whas
happened. The retreat was almost con
verted into & rout by the pressure of our
pursuit, One or two sharp skirmishes
took place between the reaguard of the
Russians and our advance, guard in which,
flashed with victory, our men proved
irresiatible. Falling Emk. abandoning their
gﬂnl. and throwing away their rifles, the
efeated force waa fast becoming little better
than a mob. At len?th the expected check
came. Those in front found their path barred
by a strong body of our troops posted to
receive them, w in the rear the victors
in the day’s ﬂih‘ were upoa them,
The Mounted Rifles on the fl proved to
them that they were practically surrounded,
and that their case was hopeless. The
Ruselan general sent a flag of truce, asking
for tarms, to which Lt.-Colonel Brown
responded, in the langusge of General
Grant, ** unconditional surrender,” R
nislng that the sitnation was inevitable, and
learning the fate of the expedition in other
respects, toe Russians subwitted to the
fortune of war, aud aid down thsir Arma,

THE CONSEQUENCEE OF THE KXPEDITION,

Great as was .he joy over the snccessful
defence maintained, our ezaltation was

dashed by some cousideration of the losses
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dashed
we bad

by some cousideration of she losses

sustained. We were yes o0
|" militaty glory. to. be  proud  of
She piles of our dead; peverthe-

for Shoss whoe mourmed there

courage,
befitted

showed
nies; a

| was the consolation that th
perished had died for their Lo, "™

tralia had passed her hﬂEthm

prejudices < b
previously an assem
a Unised Nation, 280 of states, vy,

o & ‘E:

ber descent, T} test had i

that we were ca
ourselves, From the P;;l:h-f’:nndefhdhl
self, itrl.inlng under the ordea) of :"’!
 twogreat nations, '-*-ll:nuenm,;zi war
Amongst ourselves, one of the mffl’*‘ldh.
resulits of this severe trial wag, b‘m‘aﬁl
lng of the national character, B::“n
was the wave of generous SYmpathy wy:

i

the oneness of kin of Il
I petty jealousies n;d *h:ﬁmh
Wwere ewept away, Au“u]
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MAT OF POST PHILLIP HEADS AND FORTIFICATIONA.
EXPLANATION | — —— IBLEGRAPH AND Bauway Limma, s == = BOUNDARIES OF SHOALS
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