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IMMIGRATION.

The following interesting Report, laid upon the Coun-

cil table by the Colonial Secretary, has
just

been &nbsp;

printed by order of the House:- &nbsp;

REPORT.

Immigration Office,

Melbourne, 9th June, 1853.

Sir,—I have the honor to lay before your Excellency

my annual Report upon Immigration for the year 1852,

accompanied by the detailed statistical returns con-

tained in Appendices I. to XXII.

2. The vast and hitherto unprecedented influx of po-

pulation to this colony during the latter part of the year

1852, and which has continued steadily to increase up to

the present date, owing to the discovery and rapid de-

velopments of the gold-fields of Victoria, renders the

subject which I am now called upon to consider, one of

more than ordinary importance ; while the inadequacy

of the accommodation afforded by this city to furnish

even temporary shelter to the myriads now landing

daily on our shores, has become a matter of serious and

increasing anxiety.

3. I have therefore felt it my duty, without trespass-

ing further upon your Excellency's time than the sub-

ject actually demands, to lay before you the Returns here-

to annexed, which have been
compiled with the greatest

care from the statistical data at my command, and

which, for the purpose of more clearly delineating, not

only the influx and efflux of population to and from

this colony, but also the character of that population,

the means by which it has been introduced, and the

steps taken by the Government to provide temporary
shelter for numbers who would otherwise have been
unable to obtain it, I propose classifying under four

distinct heads, viz. : —

4. Schedule A, comprising Returns from I. to XIII.
inclusive, relates wholly to Government Immigration
and the details connected with it. Schedule B, con-

taining Returns from XIV. to XVII. inclusive, is de-

voted to general Unassisted Immigration and Emigra-
tion. -Schedule C is Return XVIII., classifying the

persons accommodated in the Government Houseless

Immigrants' Asylums, and the receipts therefrom.

Schedule D comprehends the remaining Returns, which
are of a miscellaneous nature.

SCHEDULE A.
6. The first return which I have to bring under your

Excellency's notice is Return No. 3., which contains

particulars of the ships chartered by Her Majesty's

Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners for the

conveyance of Immigrants to Victoria, giving the va-

rious details connected therewith.

From this return it will be seen that the impulse
given by the gold discovery to assisted immigration

&nbsp;

has been very great, no less than forty-two ships, con-

veying in all 15,477 souls, having cast anchor in our

waters in 1852. Or these
immigrants

5007
were adult

males, and 5345 adult females, the remaining 5125
&nbsp;

being children.

I regret to state that the number of deaths
which occurred on the voyage amounted to 840,

forming a large per-centage on the whole. This
result I attribute, in a great measure, to the

practice recently adopted of embarking large num-

bers of from six to eight hundred people on board

two-decked ships, as it will be seen in only four ships,

two-decked ships, as it will be seen in only four ships,

Bourneuf, Marco Polo, Wanata
and

Ticonderago, the

united deaths amounted to no less than 356.

It is gratifying to remark, however, that during the

current year, and since Her Majesty's Colonial Land
and Emigration Commissioners have abandoned this

pernicious system, and refrained from sending out more

than 350 souls in vessels of moderate size, the per-cent-

age of mortality has very much decreased.

The average tonnage of the vessels employed in this

service during the year was 827, and I consider that
ships from 700 to 960 tons burthen are those best adapted

for the purpose, with a view to the preservation of the

health and discipline of the emigrants.

Of the ships included in this return, eighteen landed
their passengers at Melbourne, sixteen at Geelong, and

eight at Portland. By this it would appear that Gee-
long has received a larger proportion of imported labor
than her size and population entitle her ; but, being the
centre of a large agricultural and pastoral district, (and,

as will be seen in Return No. X.,
that

is the average

rate of wages received and the length of engagements
into which the immigrants have entered), Geelong will

bear a favorable comparison with the other ports of the

colony.

The number of assisted immigrants landed at the
several ports was as follows:-

&nbsp;

Souls. Statute Adults.
Melbourne ... ... 7877 6398

Geelong ... ... ... 5258 4302

Portland ... ... ... 2342 1889

Total ...
... 15,477 12,590

The number of births which occurred on board the
various ships was 270, of which 148 were males, and 122
females.

It was found necessary to place four of these ships,
&nbsp;

viz., the Bourneuf, Wanata, Chance, and Ticonderago,
in quarantine, the principal diseases being scarlet fever,

typhus fever, and measles.
Of the

forty-eight

surgeons superintendent and as- &nbsp;

sistant surgeons, it was found necessary to withhold
the usual gratuity or certificate from two only, a fact

which speaks well for the care bestowed in the selection
of those officers.

This return will show that in the six months ending
31st December, 1852, no fewer than thirty-three vessels,
containing 12,956 souls arrived ; whereas, in the corre-
sponding six months of 1851, the number of ships was

&nbsp;

and the number

of
passengers

1987.
&nbsp;

&nbsp;

It is difficult to state with accuracy the expense in-
curred in the introduction of these immigrants, the
principal items being the passage-money, defrayed by
the Commissioners in London, the second moiety of
which is paid upon the receipt of a

certificate

counter- &nbsp;
signed by your Excellency ; the gratuities to officers,

surgeons, constables, &c., the amount of which charges
will be found in this return ; the expenses of this de-

partment, the maintenance of the immigrants in depot,
the cost of the establishment in England, and the selec-

tion of the people, from which, however, must be de-
ducted the sums contributed by the immigrants them-
selves, or by institutions in the United Kingdom.

The average cost of conveyance per statute adult has
been £14 17s. 4d.; but during

the
current

year it is
&nbsp;

probable that the rate will be higher, owing to the rise
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probable that the rate will be higher, owing to the rise
in freight from Great Britain.

6. Return No. II. shows the sex and ages of the
assisted Immigrants who arrived in the colony of Vic-
toria in the year 1852, from which it will be seen that
the proportion of female to male immigration has been
considered more with a view to the equalisation of the
sexes than to the requirements of the colony, where so
vast a preponderance of males over females exists.

7.

Return

No. III. shows the condition of the assisted

immigrants who arrived during 1852, and the respective
proportion contributed to our population from England,

and

England ... 5349

Scotland

... 7127
Ireland ... 3001

Total ... 15,477

8.

The great disproportion which appears

in
the num- &nbsp;

ber of the Scotch sent out may
possibly

be attributed

to the
destitution

existing in the Highlands

and
islands

&nbsp;
of Scotland, a

subject

to
which

I shall have occasion

hereinafter more particularly to advert.

&nbsp;
Return No. IV. shows the religious persuasions of

the assisted immigrants, viz.
:—

Males. Females.

Members of the Church of England 2671 2447

Presbyterians ...
... ... 3475 3399

Wesleyan Methodists ....
267 317

Other Protestant ... ...
...

284
288 &nbsp;

&nbsp;

Roman Catholics ...
... ...

1062 1260 &nbsp;

Persons of other persuasions ...
3 4

Total ... ... ... 7762 7715

9. Return No. V. shows the occupation of the assisted

immigrants, viz. :

Males.

Females. &nbsp;

Agricultural laborers ...

...
3665

Shepherds ... 421

Domestic servants ...
65 2297

Mechanics (building)
... 286

Other mechanics ...

... 277

Tradespeople (food)... ...
32 1

Tradespeople (clothing)
...

... 87 63

Married women, children, and other

classes not included ... ... 2929 5354

Total ... ...
7762 7715

Although there may have been some few cases in

which the ages or qualifications of the
immigrants have

been misrepresented, yet, taken as a whole, they appear

to have been well selected, and well adapted to the

requirements of the colony, and among the single

females especially a marked improvement is discern-

ible.

10. Return No. VI. shows the education of the as-

sisted immigrants, classed according to their native

country.
11. Return No. VII. shows the state of education as

compared with the religious persuasions of the immi-

From this return the remarkable fact is apparent that

the proportion of persons of the Roman Catholic and

the proportion of persons of the Roman Catholic and

Presbyterian persuasions who can neither read nor

write is far greater than that existing among members

of the Church or England.
12. Return No. VIII. shows the state or educa-

tion as compared with the age of the assisted

immigrants, the number or adults unable to read or

write being 11.3 per cent. upon the whole number of

adults.

13. Return No. IX. shews the number of children

under fourteen years of age in the families of the as-

sisted immigrants, the average number of children

under fourteen in each family being 1.6.

14. Return No. X. shows the periods of engagement
and the average rate of wages obtained at Melbourne,

Geelong, and Portland, by the assisted immigrants.

From this return it will be apparent that notwith-

standing the proportion of immigrants sent to Geelong
appears to be beyond that to which the size and popu-

lation of the place entitled it, yet that the average rate

of wages for families, single men, and single women,
ruled higher there than in either Melbourne or Portland ;

while the number of persons who refused to take service

at Geelong and Portland will bear a favorable com-

parison with those who pursued a similar line of con-

duct inMelbourne,—a fact to be
attributed,

I
presume, to

the greater proximity or the latter city to the gold-fields.

15. Return No. XI. is a table showing the nomina-

tions for free passages under the Land and Emigration

Deposit Regulations. This return only extends to the

31st of May, 1852, as it will be recollected that the sys-

tem was suspended from the 1st of January, 1852, by
the Colonial Government, pending the sanction of the

home authorities (which has since been received),

owing to the abuses to which it had given rise in the

colony.

The total number of statute adults named in the

colony was 32½, and to be selected by agents in the

United Kingdom 260. The estimated cost of intro-

ducing these immigrants is £4095.

16. Return No. XII, shews the nominations for pas-

sages to Victoria under the remittance regulations

of
&nbsp;

the 20th March, 1850. These regulations were revised

on the 29th May, 1852, and various important modifi-

cations were made in them.
17. Return No. XIII. shews the nominations under

the new regulations, from the 1st June to the 31st

December, 1852. Under this system, during the last

seven
months of the year 6½

statute

adults have been &nbsp;

nominated for assisted passages, and 160 statute adults

for free passages ; the total amount of deposits towards
the expense of passage and outfit for these immigrants

was £1276.

I may here remark that still further modifications

have been, at my suggestion, very recently made in

these regulations. The class of persons admissible

under them has been left to the discretion of the colo-

nial authorities, as the peculiar circumstances in which
the colony is placed may render the introduction of

many descriptions of
labor

advisable

which, in
ordinary

&nbsp;
times, would be scarcely deemed eligible ; and the

stringency of some of the clauses which virtually

prohibited the reunion of husband and wife, has
also been relaxed.

l8. Before finally quitting the subject of assisted

immigration, I may briefly state that its progress up to

the present time has been fully equal to that of the

preceding year. The number of ships which have
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preceding year. The number of ships which have

reached the colony up to the present date in 1853 is

twenty-four, of which fifteen have arrived at Melbourne,
and six and three at Geelong and Portland respec-

tively. The number of souls introduced by these
vessels Is 7806.

With reference to the two latter places, I am of opin-

ion that as far as agricultural and pastoral labor are

concerned, the colony derives a greater degree of benefit

from the immigrants landed there than is the case in

Melbourne. This is to be attributed to the great de-
mand for labor in the one place, and the great distance

from the gold-fields of the other, rendering it impera-
tive upon immigrants to take service, at least for a time,

in order to obtain sufficient funds

to
defray the expenses

of the journey to the gold-fields.
Melbourne,

on the other hand, is
naturally.a more

eligible place for
the introduction of

a large number of

single woman, for whose services the
demand appears

to be inexhaustible.
&nbsp;

19. It is pleasingto observe the readiness with which
Her Majesty's Colonial Land and Emigration Commis-
sioners receive the suggestions of the colonial autho-
rities, and the rapidity with which they act upon them;
for instance, the remonstrances sent home against the

employment in the service of large two-decked ships

which contributed so much to the fearful loss of life on

board the Ticonderago, Bourneuf, etc., had the imme-
diate effect of putting a stop to the system ; while the
representations made late in the last year of the ne-

cessity of taking some steps toward the partial equal-
isation of the sexes, appears to have been acted upon,
as the last three ships that have reached this port have
brought the large number of 463 single women, while
the assisted emigration of single men has been almost

discontinued.

The new regulations also issued by the Commis-
sioners, under which the number of children under
seven years of age in a family, has been limited to

two, will be productive of effects decidedly beneficial,

the high price of provisions and the difficulty of ob-
taining house-room rendering it almost impossible to
obtain employment for people with large families.

20. The arrangements made for the reception of im-
migrants on their arrival are now upon a scale almost
commensurate with the requirements of the case. The
Married Couples' Depot, which has been erected at
great expense during the past year, will accommodate &nbsp;

some 750 souls ; while the
building

originally used as a

female depot, but until now occupied as a barrack for
the military, having been again handed over to this
department, will afford ample room, when completed,
for 250 single women. By these arrangements I am
usually enabled to relieve immigrant ships of their

passengers within a very short time of their arrival,—a
matter of considerable importance to the shipping in-

terest.

SCHEDULE B.

21. I may now turn from the theme of assisted im-
migration, and call your Excellency's attention

to the

return relating to the vast need of unassisted immigra-
tion, which had its origin in the discovery of our gold-
fields, and which has been steadily increasing in vo-

lume and rapidity for the last eighteen months, until at
length it has reached a pitch which causes serious
anxiety as to how the vast multitudes are to be housed
on their arrival.

22. Return No. XIV. shows the number of un-

number of un-
assisted immigrants and passengers who arrived in
the colony, by sea, during 1852, and
Return No. XV. is the return of those who departed

from the colony by sea, during the same period.
These papers have been drawn up with the greatest

care and accuracy, the present machinery of this
office enabling me to have the returns prepared in a
manner that may be implicitly relied upon.
From these returns it will be seen that no less than

79,157 unassisted immigrants landed on our shores in
1852, while the numbers that departed in the same
period, composed principally of gold-diggers from the
neighboring colonies, returning to their homes for a
season, was 31,035, leaving a clear increase to the
population of the of

These returns are deserving, in many points, of seri-

ous consideration, but is none more so than in the
column which shows the excess of male over female
adult immigration, the former amounting to 62,904, and
the latter to only 9072; while of those who left the
colony 27,843 adults were males, and 2081 females,
leaving the preponderance of male over females for
the twelve months, the large number of 28,028.
So far from this torrent of immigration being likely

to decrease, each succeeding month shows an
increase in the number and tonnage of ves-
sels arriving in the harbor. Intelligence
reaches the colony by every fresh arrival
of scores upon scores of ships laid on for this colony,
not only from England but from almost every portion
of the habitable world—a large number of them being
devoted solely to the conveyance of passengers;

and

it
&nbsp;

is much to be regretted that a large proportion of the
population so introduced is of a class utterly unfitted
for the hard labor or gold digging, and who have en-
tirely overrated the capabilities of the colony for
affording remunerative employment to persons of the
educated classes, while the hardships which the crowded

state or the city entails upon many of them will, I fear,

be productive of much misery.
Leaving, however, for a moment, the consideration

of the steps taken by the Government to provide tem-
porary accommodation for the destitute, I now turn
to

23. Return No. XVI., which is a statement of the
prosecutions instituted under the Passengers' Acts from
the 1st November, 1852, to the 30th April in the cur-
rent year, showing the various fines inflicted.

When it
became necessary, owing to the vast influx

of shipping, that a rigid surveillance should be kept

over the vessels arriving in harbor, necessary notice

was given that the provisions of the Act would be strin-

gently enforced from the 1st day of November, 1852,

and since that date it will be seen that twenty-eight

prosecutions have been instituted, and penalties to the

amount of £852 5s. recovered. The greatest care has

been taken to obtain redress for grievances, and I have
little doubt that the measures taken will be productive

of the desired results; as it is, relief

has been already &nbsp;
afforded to numbers of persons who would otherwise

have been defrauded of their just rights.

The number of
convictions would have

been still

larger, had it not been for the extreme unwillingness

evinced by passengers to come forward and give evi-

dence in cases where spirits have been retailed on
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dence in cases where spirits have been retailed on

board ; the parties feeling that having availed them-

selves of the opportunity offered to them to purchase
spirits, they could scarcely, in

justice

to the
masters of

the ships, come forward to prosecute them.
&nbsp;

It is worthy of remark, that whereas the Report of
&nbsp;

the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners for

1852 states that the amount of penalties recovered at

&nbsp;

the various ports of London, Liverpool, the Clyde, Bel-

fast, Londonderry, and Cork, amounted in the aggre-

gate to the sum of £164 7s. 6d. during the year 1851,

the penalties recovered in six months in the port of
&nbsp;

Melbourne alone amount to the large sum of £852.

24. Return No. XVII, though not strictly belonging
&nbsp;

to the year 1852, may be considered interesting as show-

ing the amount collected under the Passengers' Rate

during the first four months of the current year. This

rate, it will be seen, is gradually increasing, and when
&nbsp;

the Act comes into force with respect to countries to

&nbsp;

the east of the Cape of Good Hope, and to Great
&nbsp;

Britain, which will be the case on the 1st July and 1st

(To be
continued)


