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WRECK OF THE STEAMER &nbsp;
&nbsp; &nbsp;

&nbsp;
&nbsp; &nbsp;

THIRTY-FIVE

LIVES

LOST. &nbsp; &nbsp;

THE VESSEL BROKEN
UP.

THE SHORE STREWN WITH WRECKAGE.

HEARTRENDING SCENES.
&nbsp;

&nbsp;

[BY

TELEGRAPH.]

&nbsp;
&nbsp;

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
&nbsp;

MELBOURNE, THURSDAY.

The wreck of the steamer Cheviot at Portsea, which was
briefly reported yesterday, was total, and disastrous to life.

The Cheviot passed through the Heads on Wednesday

evening at about 8 o'clock on her way to Sydney,
&nbsp;

while a heavy south-west gale was blowing, which &nbsp;

deterred the steamers Wairarapa and Southern Cross from

leaving port. An hour
afterwards

her propeller was carried

away by the sea or it dropped off — the stern rose
out of the

water, one account says, the engines " raced," and all the

blades of the propeller were suddenly stripped
off — and the

vessel lay helpless on a lee shore with so heavy a gale blow-

ing that her anchors, which were let go to try and save

her were dragged. An attempt to handle the vessel under

canvas also failed. She was tossed about helpless upon the

water, and in about an hour the steamer
stranded,

and soon

parted amidships.
The

fore part broke up, and all
&nbsp;

the steerage passengers and most of the crew and officers

who were upon
it, perished. A man managed to reach the

shore, much cut and bruised by the rocks.

The stern half of the vessel remained

just
upon

the rock

until daylight, when the Queenscliff lifeboat crew,
assisted by the artillery

men at Point Nepean,

and some men who were employed at the fort making pits

for the new guns, effected the rescue of the saloon passen-

gers and captain by means of the life-saving apparatus
brought from the lighthouse at Point Nepean. A rocket

attached to a line was fired on board, which made it

a comparatively easy matter to employ a hawser to carry a

" boatswain's chair " between the
steamer and the

shore. The women were landed first, and then the

male passengers were brought off. The,
captain

Richardson, &nbsp;
was the last man to leave the ship. The shipwrecked
people received every kindness at the Portsea

quarantine station, which is close to the scene of
the wreck, and after they had been attended to by
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Drs. Browning and Griffiths, they were sent on to

Melbourne to-night. Thirty-five lives, chiefly those of

sailors, firemen, engineer, and steerage passengers, were

lost, and 24 were saved, 19 being got ashore by the efforts

of the rescuers. The shore is

thickly

strewn with
wreckage &nbsp; &nbsp;

and cargo from the
ill-fated

vessel. The cargo seems to
&nbsp;

have largely consisted of produce. This afternoon

when the flood-tide returned again the stern part of the

vessel, which still held together resting on the rocks, was

irresistibly swept by the south-west gale, which continued
with unabated force. The ship was pounded by breakers on
to a jagged reef, and was

quickly split
in two.

Preparatory to going to pieces she was for a time

in two parts, and the
company on the fore part were

divided by a gulf amidship from the passengers. The

captain was aft. Both portions were kept above water by
resting on the reef, but the ship, after

stranding broadside

on, had drifted round with her head to sea,

so that the forecastle received the full force

of the sea. She began to break up. The fore deck was

continually being swept by
breakers

which to some
extent &nbsp;

broke their force before they reached the other part of the

steamer. The sailors and steerage passengers were

locked in the deckhouse, and were unable to

venture on deck for fear of being swept overboard.

They were unable, even had they
reached

the deck,

to
gain &nbsp;

the
stern

of the vessel,

which was the safest position. &nbsp;
Every moment the forehalf of the vessel was parting into

fragments, and every moment approached nearer the inevi-

table, until one crowd, among whom were two women

and a little girl, were tossed into the

boiling abyss of surf

which was grinding the broken vessel beneath their feet.

The suspense, according to a survivor, was the

&nbsp;

cruellest torture, but it extorted no unmanly cry.
Even women behaved themselves with the utmost firmness. &nbsp;
There were more than enough life-belts, but the pas-

sengers and sailors did not seek to obtain them while

they were waiting for the end. The sailors were

smoking and quietly discussing the chances of getting

to shore alive; and one of the women asked Frederick
Campbell, the donkeyman, if she was sure to die. " I told

her," said the man, " while there was life there
was hope,

as I wished to cheer her, but my heart sank within me while

I spoke." The poor woman's body was found
stark and cold

on the rocks at high water mark
to-day, and she had no

lifebelt on. Beside her was the corpse of an able-bodied
sailor wearing a lifebelt. At last, after lingering in

agony, those who were crowded in the fore-cabin knew

the worst, and most of them
were

sacrificed,
while &nbsp; &nbsp; &nbsp;

their shipmates in the stern were reserved for further sus-

pense and ultimate salvation. The stern had been
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pense stern

breaking up piece by piece with every
suc-

&nbsp;

ceeding wave, and

waves followed each other &nbsp;

almost continuously. Then came the final catastrophe

and the battered wreck was lifted up and listed over before

it disappeared. There was a rush to open the door
of the fore-cabin, behind which shelter had been
sought from the pitiless

force
of the tempest.

The
&nbsp;

sailors leaped out to make an attempt to reach
the land and some of them did so, while others, almost
within touch of land, were cruelly beaten to death by the

wreckage and against jagged rocks. The passengers
went down into the fore cabin, and it is averred they
were passive and unflinching.

A half-naked, battered lamp-trimmer named Calcraft was
the first to put himself out of the reach of the waves. He
crawled up the cliff, and seeing the telegraph line, fol-

lowed it to the fort at Point
Nepean. The Artillery

men were soon groping their way down the rough
mountain path

leading

to the
scene

of the wreck.

One man was found clinging in the last stage of ex-

haustion to the edge of the rocks.
He was

lifted
in a

dying state on the shoulders of four gunners, who
carried him to the barracks. Another heart-
broken cry came from the island rock, which
was separated by only a few feet of water
from the coast. Two sailors had been washed to this spot.
They wore told to be of good cheer until daylight, when
they would be rescued. Meanwhile the efforts of the
artillery men devoted to rescuing any who came near the

&nbsp;

shore. Fires were lighted with the debris of the ship in
order to assist the survivors in their work. This also &nbsp;

&nbsp;

guided the Queenscliff lifeboat crew, who were followed by
their comrades in fishing boats. All the crews could do
was to search the coast ;

but,

the night being very dark, &nbsp;
little could be seen. When

daylight broke, the hull, which &nbsp;

was seen indistinctly at first, soon stood out
clearly enough

from its surroundings, to show there was a cluster of men

and women on her quarter then.

There was opportunity for the life-saving apparatus

to do
&nbsp;

good service, for the lifeboat could not go outside the Heads
in such weather, much less take off people with the hurri-

cane which was
blowing.

The
craft was dead on the lee &nbsp;

shore, and the lifeboat could not have lived in such a sea

for five minutes, so that her crew must —
as they hurriedly

decided to do — work in another and better way, by throwing

a line on board. The necessary appliances were

stored at Point Nepean, close by, and the artil-
lerymen

and
lifeboat

crew promptly started to
&nbsp;

get the tackle. Within an hour the carriers returned with
a load, and their re-appearance gave the liveliest satisfac-
tion to the devoted band
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tion to the devoted band clinging to the quarter, and who
manifested their joy by a round of cheers. A great shout
went up from the shore and from the ship simultaneously
as the rocket was fired, for its aim was true, and the line

which it carried went right over the
vessel sideways.

&nbsp;
The

wind caught it as it
fell

and threw it
into

the
outstretched hands of the captain, who was the first

man

to
lead

in
saving

life. The captain

&nbsp;
hauled on the line until the hawser was aboard,
and then he attached it firmly to the taffrail. Next was

despatched to the vessel a cradle or
boatswain's chair. When &nbsp;

all preparations were complete, the captain placed in the
chair an elderly lady, after which he held up his arms as a
signal to haul, and the trawlers who composed the
lifeboat's

crew, the gunners, and contractors' men

waded deep into the surf, and hauled with
a will. The distance of the ship was so

great that it was impossible to support the hawser
in the middle. The first effort, however, was
successful. All the women were removed in the same way
each in order of seniority of years, their landing being
cheered by the ship and by the rescuers on shore.
Then followed the saloon passengers, whose places
were determined by the captain, without the
slightest scrambling upon the same basis of pre- &nbsp;

ferment as the ladies. After this followed such
&nbsp;

members of the ship's company as were present. The cap-
tain himself, when the cradle was returning for the last

time for him, went below and brought up a small case,

supposed to contain his sextant, and then dropping into
&nbsp;

the chair, he was pulled inwards amid quite as loud an

ovation as it was possible to raise. The captain, says an &nbsp;

eye-witness, was overcome ; he raised his hat and dropped
&nbsp;

his head, while a tear stole into his eye. Then, after

shaking hands with each of his crew who were saved, he

went to where one of the dead sailors was lying and looked

sorrowfully at his face. He could not stand it, and hastily
covering

his
features,

he
turned

away silently, deeply moved &nbsp;

at the awful sight.

By the time the captain — who was the
last man to leave

the wreck — had come to land, and the
work of rescue had been

successfully consummated, it was broad daylight, and the

havoc which the catastrophe had wrought stood fully dis-

closed. The beach was strewn thickly with pieces of every
portion

of the woodwork

of the vessel and flotsam and
jetsam &nbsp;

of all kinds. Her cargo, broken boats, broken spars, pieces

of deck-houses, harness-casks, life-buoys, and fragments

of the rigging, sails, stores, and cases, also hundreds of bags
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of the rigging, sails, stores, and cases, also of

of chaff filled
up the space between water at ebb tide

and high-water mark. As soon as the task of saving the

living had been achieved searchers were sent up

and down the beach for a mile. They found — with-

out much trouble in searching
— corpses, upon

which crushing against the rocks had wrought
terrible effect. They all had lifebelts on, and their staring

eyes showed that they had not been drowned, but had been

suddenly rendered unconscious by being driven against the

rocks, or by being struck on the head by wreckage while

swimming for land. The line about "the
strong swimmer

in his agony"
was strongly impressed upon the

observer by
&nbsp;

the expression of the
faces,

the
position

of the arms,
was that &nbsp;

of a man
endeavouring to gain

the shore, when suddenly his

skull was stoved in by the boiling sea driving him against

the rocks, and the expression petrified in death. The eyes

were open and bloodshot, quite unlike the closed eyes

and peaceful aspect of persons who have sunk

into insensibility by
drowning.

One man, whose arms were &nbsp;

extended in the attitude of making a breast stroke, was

naked to the waist, showing that he had cast

off everything likely to impede the free action of

his limbs in struggling for dear life, while all the bodies

were very sparsely clothed. The injuries, too, were all

upon the head; and that abrasions, if not fractures, of the

skull, nose, and cheekbone were inflicted during life was

proved by the appearance of the wounds. On the sand, on

a little hillock, were tho bodies of a young seaman

and an elderly woman placed full length together. The

man had on a lifebelt, and it was evident from his attitude

that he had been a lusty swimmer, full of life and muscular

energy, to reach the land. The last bodies found up to

late in the afternoon were those of a young man (who
had the figure of a woman guadily tattooed on the left arm,

and wore a silver ring on the marriage finger of the left

hand) and that of a little girl about 5 years of age. All the

bodies were conveyed to the Quarantine Station, and sub-

sequently conveyed to Melbourne.
All the saloon passengers were saved. Those in the second

cabin were drowned. Of the crew, the following

were saved :—

T. B. Richardson, master ; G. Calcraft,
lamptrimmer ; C.

Gruar, seaman ; C. T. Laing, third
engineer ; F Campbell,

donkeyman ; D. Turnbull,
fireman

; J.
King, trimmer ; A.

C. Naylor,

chief steward ; J.

Standerwick,

second steward ;

E. Combes, bedroom
steward

; G.
Anderson, chief

cook ; J.

H. Bailey, messroom steward ;
Emily Ralph, stewardess.

The following is the list of
bodies recovered and

brought

&nbsp;
to Melbourne by the steamer Edina :— N. J.

Downer, chief

engineer ; F. Hearle, A.B. ; C. Toohey, A.B. ;

M. Lawrenson, fireman ; H. Peck, A.B. ; Helen
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M. Lawrenson, fireman ;

Baker, and Maudie O'Brien. The bodies were con-

veyed by the police on stretchers to the morgue,

where they were laid out. The features of some, especi-

ally those of Mrs. Baker were frightfully disfigured by cuts

and bruises, apparently sustained by dashing of bodies on

the rocks, both before and after death.

The survivors were also brought to Melbourne by the

Edina. This evening, at about 9 o'clock, the steamer

came up to the Queen's Wharf, where hun-

dreds of people assembled. The passengers landed

as speedily as possible, and at once proceeded

to the houses of their friends or to hotels. Mr. Harry
Smith, of the firm of Howard Smith and Sons, provided

those who were in needy circumstances with the means of

obtaining accommodation.

The Cheviot was valued by the owners at from �20,000

to �25,000, and was insured for only about �10,000. The

owners themselves, as is their custom, took a large
portion of

the risk, and their loss will be considerable. The insurances

are almost equally divided among the Australian Allianc,

Commercial Union, Colonial Mutual, Southern, Derwent

and Tamar, Melbourne Lloyd's, and Australian Lloyd's.

Some of the companies have given a portion of risk to
others,

&nbsp;

and the loss to individual offices will be comparatively

small. The value of the cargo was about �8000, believed

to be almost entirely covered by insurance. It included a

portion of the cargo of the Konoowarra, from Adelaide,

which was for New South Wales and Queensland, and com-

prised a large quantity of merchandise and miscellaneous

articles. The vessel met with a casualty on September 5,

while proceeding from Melbourne to Adelaide, and

on that occasion a severe breakage of machinery

occurred, which caused stoppage of two and a- half

hours to allow of repairs being effected. On arrival in

port she was inspected by the engineer of the Marine Board

of South Australia, and on his report the vessel's certifi-

cate was suspended. After temporary repairs, the vessel

was allowed to sail for Melbourne without either passen-

gers or cargo. She was examined in Melbourne by

the engineer of the Steam Navigation Board, who

reported that the cause of the breakage was due to

the unequal expansion and contraction of portions of the

machinery, which had been more or less
fractured. Messrs.

Howard Smith and Sons then determined to have the vessel

completely overhauled. The work was curried out by

Mr. Anderson Campbell Sloss, under the super-

vision of the Steam Navigation Board. The present disaster

appears to have been primarily due to a breakage of the

blades of the propeller. It is therefore a noteworthy

circumstance that the stoamer when overhauled was
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circumstance

provided with a new steel shaft, cast-iron propeller, with

new brushes and everything complete. The new propeller

was considered to be much stronger than that which was

removed. After the overhaul the vessel was believed

to be almost as sound and as strong in all her

parts as when she left the shipbuilders' yard. She

was passed by Messrs. Kirkwood and Watson, Lloyd's

surveyors, and by Messrs. McLean and Elder, engineer-

surveyor and shipwright surveyor
respectively of the Steam

Navigation Board, who were perfectly satisfied with her

condition. She was afterwards reclassed A1 at Lloyd's by
the sailing certificate which was issued to her, and she

returned to the intercolonial trade, making the trip to

Sydney. When she arrived back in Melbourne the repairs

which had been effected were again examined, and every-

was found to be in excellent order.


