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THE HON. NIEL BLACK'S SHOST
HORNS AT MOUNT NOOBAT.

TO THE EDITOB 09 THE A1J8TBULLABUH.
an admirer of breedol short

born cattle I was much pleased to see, by oh
advertisement in The Australasian, that the

Hon. Niel Black'lias made up his mind to

dispose of a portion, ot tus reauy nne joera

by auction. Having been all m y
life some*

what of an enthusiast in regard to, short

horns, I have never lost an opportunity to

make myself thoroughly acquainted with the

best herds in the colony, and I flatter myself

that I shall do the public some seryioe by
tracing a hhort sketch of the history of the

Mount Noorat herd, if you will kindly allow

me space for it in your widely circulating

paper.
The nucleus of this |>ure herd had its

origin as far hack as 1840. when

Niel Bltok and Co. bought about 300 head,

a pick of the then famed circle and tar

brand, and with (hem two bulls, said to hare

been pure Durhams. In the following vac

they imported Snowflake and Martin Luther

for the use of this select herd; subsequently

Albert, imported by Captain Baxter, was

added to the number.
Even at this early stage Mr. Black beauts,

system of selection and classification. When
it becameknown that Mr. Robertson, veteri

nary Burgeon, would undertake the epeyinr of

heifers. Mr. Black was the first Co adopt

this mode of improvement by Selection; and

ever afterwards continued the samepractioe,

year after year drafting off ^percentages
cast animate to undergo similar treatment.

Such from the beginning was the foundation

of the general herd at Glenorpiiston. A yeat

afterwards Mr. Blackpnrchasedallthe late Mr.

JosephHbrdem'syoungatock atTallarookgot

by pare imported bulls, and placed them on

the Sisters run. ^fr. Black having fotewett

the enormous expense to be incurred in ta«

porting sires of pure blood from Englandin

sufficient numbers to serve a large herd,;bad
.

recourse to the plan of.having a gtud hew m

their own, of the 'purest blood 'm Chtet

Britain, ftm the'purpose of breedingfiireflto

improve their general herd.
.

;

In 1843- be bought Matilda, an'
imported

heifer, from Messrs. Bolden Bros., and soon
Afterwards made a valuable addition -to the

herd by the importation of Felicity. J?06]*,

The Doe, and L&dyMarch from
EteriAttd?,

thereafter and from time to time addmg
other-animals of equal excellence nntU pre

eluded frpm doing so by the prohibitory

D&cttnent now in force putting an endto tee

ltroduction of cattle from^Europfl3 Lwy

Birth being thy last heifer imported by Uto
'

H&regubir practioe from the first ww*j>.

import a bull of the best Hood ejrtiy

tocond year, and -latterly twa
'

"

se, for stud purposes,- thus continuoany

Ikeflf^mraprevented
ftbm doinsso,

W,x

,v&dy stated. Mr. Bte^ btdng folte«*¥J.

,v&dy stated. Mr. btdng folte«*¥J.

the veiy etrong jwejadiceihai exiete'®

mat ;tite >pnk« iS avoided by ^w^f
Sot by all the celebrated breedan
lioms,; haaoarafallr endmtonredto"1"0"
foSTUa-mpi*. »^V4r. tho iirtB flf descgnk

soundness rieote^raoasidinpnh9#\
fyrmhia soleaim and study.

xagavdtese^/

r
it in obtaining that en<b as
ensdfromtir»w^*lntownnamtewte*

"Btedagspsgp
r,
.jlon. :Koti"

Ittll

1 eSsr&Towntey.Imwson;—

1 to-Black has

i

<
I whteh,ermptlngthe trap

tmtedartifiolMfoodofanyi
i iquentiy they *ra beelthy.v
ittTfoc gmritefO^-btopd. sr®'188^.'.,

; e nmdnessof eonratotfon._«tenMfls
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I ^ADMmER OF THE SHORTHORN.
Ballarat, July 2L


