Clarence River District
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AN HISTORICAL REVIEW
L —
OVER 30 YEARS OF STERLING WORK.
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When the young Asatralion cumes 1o Piaegiies
aid Appreciate the wyoomss werk doue by
} wlh elansvs of plopeors—thoss wien sod wemon

whit teok their lives o theor bands snd
from ride Nature o fiting

e, elidefly the reaidents of Maclean, more
han ardisnary oredit is due, Tor on Junuary
26 of this yewr there was gathored in that
tuwi the majority pbothe plowrrs ol the Ular-
enew striet &t oa velobration woiges of ks
| kiml. May othor districts throughout wll the

Hlates hold similar Ttlnrm Balore deal

mgu:lriﬂ ihe early history of ihe Clarence,
which s clesely coanscted with that of the
Sureton Bay settlemont, (6 woukl not e out
of plkde 1o Lrlefly refer to the distriet as i
s torduy, The river in & i llenask whrariis

sima 190 midew long, with the fullowing «hisf
tributarion: Chnren, 50 miles; Nymbooks, 110
mibon; Timbarn, %3 miles, on t right, sl

the Main, B0 peiles, an thi lelt, li,%tl;. the
Clarenes abould be ealled *“Ths Wiver of
fatamida,** for mo Tower than B85 are completely
sirronumdisl by its walers.  Home are very
sinmll, while others mre of vasl extent, and
are slosply setthod by Parmers.  Grafton, with
its wide streots, in whioh are planted all
mnuern of shuile tress, is the eapital eity,
with n population of spme G185 Luxurious
coatal steamers by regulardy  letwees e
town mnid Bydney. Lenving Gieafton in w
river bont, the trip o the ssi s one Bht
should delight nay wourist, O saeh #lile
of the river the Tarms come down Wb the
winlor 's elge.  Hove wpd there enn i doein
the ohl farm houses of the ecarly  settles,
while in cwmtrnst skasd furthor bgelk thes up-
Enodite Bomwas of e present Gillers of the
sidl. A joieney ef 10 wilee ped  Ularo
appaars w0 view. A oosy kows, 0 b8 kel
for the ]r'p“ m‘hhg regattn 4 Waalila BYErY Senr
b m ek ol the eivir, which has s lamgion
ship course.  Further on  Broshgrove s
Cowper are passef, while 22 willes Trom Graf
ton stands Lawrence, & town whickh boast (ts
o gl appeartunity be b the eageitel of the
v, “Eu the emrly  dave  feamimis  wigeted
wit regilarty e Tontertiobd, npd all the tewils
pf thiat vt Jdistriet filterel throogh  Law
e Tight wldes wore Mo lvan appears (o
view, u town which bapresscs onge most fav-

ourably so lrel RppeRrmnn e Iy & bwide om
bl Prare ¥l aw o
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airably sn lrsp appearspoes. 1L s built on
high' laml, risleg from i river, whick
il skl projpartioes, nud bs mors than
LT SR E T Prurlmge  the last 15 sears
Muclown bns nunsde woudoriul strides, Tut it
In n town of dicapgointments. The eriglanlly
sirveyed Cavernment town, with s wiile
sirects, situnted oo high groood, I8 weted
ouly for the Goverument olives, The oflser
Maockenn, whivh s thickly populsted, wes
|\|'h ately warvevosl with woerrew  tharough:
furrs. At night o fuint ray of light ls shed
by wtroet kerorouo Hghts, while wolling nlong
same of fhe alloged saphalt footpaths is like
pher ey pomd e Dubdin, 't Naturally,
Muclénn is the pretiicst town on the river,
btit mighty Ditle has beon dese by homan
hands.  Eveory kool sround the place revenls
nosvnie worthy of an artist's brush,  For
hiviies wpon Wours one coulil stawd and gres
upon the windings of the moble ricer, with
itk whores alutted with pleh farms Fightson
milea from ihe town by waler s Yl
w piboid sefBide resort, sitanbed at the autranee
of the river, O the other Real ol is Toka,
ulso w watering pdnce. o the sewson ool
visit both  places.  Todood, fram the mouth
of the Ularenie to Copmanbisrst, past Graf-
tom, there 8 close settlonwont, woerlih
of the pesidents e grent, wsd there are fow
fadlures.  The avtual diseovery af the river
ia suniewhat vellad s omyeters, pod is the
sourew of mueh discassion.  To 1798, when on
his t'uynﬁ:_ Matthew  Flinders  dlisvoyisned]
Clrenes Kiver, but e was samwnre that
Ehonl Bay, which is the mouth of soeh o g
wilieont  strenm, entered  the ey, It s
stitodd that Captain Hous, who was o pom
il ol Ehe ff Bainbaw, " wons bhe frst shite
mna bt faed the o rover, which named the
Clarence, probahly bn bonowr of ks patron,
the Dhaloe df Clwrence, It is stated Bhat s
=iy, pme venr after the discavery, his healih
ws fomstod wk 6 e weeting @l Parrsiastis,
i honour of his Ged. Oortously enough, the
old New Sonth Wales recorids show nothing ue
to Homa s mlleged 'lilll'ﬂl'ﬂ‘}' Home woirs
afterwnnls one, Wichanl Crig, brooght o
Sydory the starx of & great river, wml in
1530, n vutter kuown as the Pripes (Hirorge,
Wils seil b verily the statement.  Having
retirneml to Syviiney with proofs of the river,
Elrilg wis mwnediod th sum of L1060, althouagh,
awiig e, bhe hedivy sem on the Dbar, the
o mever Fossed o l.‘rhlg wlea eotminninl

dtesl b Information to privete joollvblosls,
Twi of these, Fraoeis Oirard ol

Hmull, ment the O Taroe"" aml the * " Susan'*
resgeroblvely to the rivar,  The Portier mever
omtersil Phe hende, bt the Sosin bl nors
fudh, mnd the party was taken up the river
wonl fnadedd we what was called Bocky Mouth,
wiw lmiawn i Maclian.  Laater, the pioneers
wenved T Waaslford fabemd,  This the Susan
was the Hrst white lwat to appear on the
river. Later, Mr. Small brought eattle to the
distriet.  The flest run' wae paken wp by
Mr. Gieard, in T8, 4 Walerview, aml ke
was the piopier siiatter, Tn the same yoar
bl bimes were Felt in Bydoer, anl the more
adventarous deokidml 16 strike out Fag  the
REg River " noal esilegvaor oo ssen m Hvali

bood n thober getting. The ik of large
st bpies oof coslur sthvod their minds.  They
wWern hru!_‘r raee, roagh and uncownth ik
many ways, powd reenlled e the Free B
periles, It above all, they wese nien
and not weakl) ey, Graajunlly 1 tules af
the Hig Tiver moved the Gavernment to send
a Lot The King William, under Captain
Perry, Dnputy Sarvevor General, to Towplorn
the stream.  The sl timber aod sujply
st sotind ma pllots. The river was eaplirsid
fiv far s Copmanhurst.  [oturing to Byl

mey eremt enthusinein ans ahows ad the heiohe
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iwu Far as l"nrliuhunl. Ioturning to By
ney, gremt enthusiistn was shown ot the brighy
possihilition of the distriet ns o padtorsl wnsd
timbor getting rogion. A uamber of squattors
tenklkad 43 the Jlstriet, while weher timilor
gotters et to ke the few who were alresdy
earning & deeont Hving. Thus the early his-
tofy in wen rumnl $he ives of thess two
elanses.  How mauy districts in Avstealln owe
their bieth ta the squatter and the timber
grttee?  Theles s alwars the et orn, wnd
s the settlement sdvanens they are pushed
further bark. D, Dubie, who owoed Oaeiliis,
thanasd Bamarnbe station from the Goevern:
ment In PSA0,  The following year he drpve
his shoap vn the lopg jdurmer to his nmrlg;
prgmired setmite on the (arenee.  In 1845
sl out be the Mannings. Owe of the fumilr,
Arthar, sventunlly lherame [Tnler Secretary
for Queenslanl. Fronch propristare followed,
who wote seevesded by O G, Tinidadl, wha, it
ke siated, established swe wf the jlrst meal
rving plants in the Cpsmonwentth, In
gﬁlﬂ. the twn sulecke]  Newhalil

firange. For renrs thay had s hanl Gght
to retmin their land owing to bad tines spd
the precusious itlom of the imadam.
try.  lTodesd, ¥ bl o dispense with all

assistanae.  They (k] their own rooking and
wishing, but [Fkv many oibers of the eurly

liws, Bhany Bl s

Wihen bnlliog down emma
imte the austom things took w turn for e
bwttor, wuid they were Fopaid For all theis
| RS Ghurden Broek, kegwn sl over
Austrnling was tulen :{: by {lagptain Crizier,
R'hxu R H-!ﬂ. I'H-“. ma Law Ilr. th'r'llhrl L TP
Bundoch misid Barves bocime the jiropristors
Brentunlly, T W, Smith joised the two,
mmid tn the e the whils property cneme bl
s homils,  In i surly fortbes wlhedd was
grawn on the ran, but rost ruined the erap
after m Few yonrs.  The gront post, Kessall
wias in change ol the sheap, wid, o dyili,
i T-lm‘d AT un.;grmhn for the poems
he Tator  worati. ulgiibmr, the treining
wiiind - wof knroer, was  awnml by the
'&H“M Mybne  Hroathers  purehase|
Entomsvilin in 90 Twa brathers, Juhn sl
Thnas, lost  their lives bn the il1-Tate
Phimbier, which was weephod near Byidney
Homils i THS7.  Thew wers just toluruing
Privoe s vistt to the old land, aconmpunied by
their pwo wisters,  Another beather, Jdames
Myloe, took s trip bome, bt sule peaebed
Malta, when he died. Captal
came t live at the obd homestead], bot he
alimil, in latyr wenrs

b Eatomswill, where he wos boried,  ‘The
Mylues were known for the quality of their
horaetlesh,  Gobifinder did doty, ot the stuld,
while Kelpis was another  noted o bl
Sptinedara, b e, whosn nnme was sonethipg
to ponjure with, wns nlso swnsd by 1o
Mytoes.  The Claresies bis slways bebn o

nownpd  for the quallty of jts wil
Gmridon ook played pn im it part (o the
varly breeil. Al over the Clarondd the siqunt-

tots el sway.  Thedrs was o bard Jife, bt
[ ey laid Phe foundacion of the distriet, wul
Pt fintnes shoulil sot be forgotten.  Me. W,
| Robertson badd & run wear Lawrones, and Mr,
oo Hharp oeenpied the bl betwesn Alumn
LUk o the Clisrapen, which he ealled W
paet. o AR40, Greadton was survesed, sod
simmd witer the ke of Gafton.” In ths
eaerly venrs 0 wns slways termed © Pl Setble
mmpnt.'"  Progress wis W, amd it hmd in
Favwrenoe, a township hesr diwn the river,
A sirong rival, A bhe trade Feorm U domn-
tew romtnd Tostertall pnd along the Ricbmon)
River rame vin Lowrenes, whils South Graf-
tin wie the port for Glon Dines. Armiidale

River rame vin Lawrones, whils South Grafe
tun was the port for Glom Tnwes, Armidale,
and Inverell. The Graftan resilonts, o 560,
senl ot mn expedition to find 5 suitable site
fur o romd torminating in thelr fewn, Thes
worn siedssful, anid money wis eolleetad and
spant ot the prirpose of diverting (he trade
from Lowrenee,  Fooling pun high Deetweey
Lhe L i o, hut the nttor township wever
tetaversd Fram the hbow i recnived, Tn 1857,
the dirst farm on the Cloronee was snld st
hawrvnes, sl du the same vene the Crown
thinw sppn for sale & wumber of farms at
Vlmsarrs, Boathgute, Gront 3arlow, nnd Core s
(ruek. Thess Wetn the Furms e Kol by
the Mumter River settlers, it lei Mr, Page ‘s
awn  worils tell the Emler *f Amiiggst  the
Eluw metblors of Lfhinorru, wiieh was they
Wi e the Habdeplt, ween AL Amos, T,
Hlinck, W. Len, 0. Paterme 1. 8 Furline, J,
L M Lehliw, A0 M Leod, B B Olhewne, snd
T. Buall, whay pirehased tiver bank farms, A
Bouthgate, and nlong the river banlk up e
Girnfton, the plonrers weire: W, Leownrd, H.
Oreernnd, Aogus Camvron, T 3 Domald, W,
Wimbwarsh, W. Mourmon, #  Short: at
#mfr’:' ﬁrrq::t, W, 'ﬂ-n]lif&h!,“'f 7. Wouls,

o Tupper, J, Eggiee, and 3. LT 1
1nrr s 11?;Mh¢ Ki M *Asilay, I, l;’i: rlase,
H. i, T, H.ulw.lfl. ) Uelsping 1, Anilorsan,
el ot e The Wateryiow Hatnte, fear
South (enfhon, waus subidivided and Jot ta
trante. " The Lol Asts of 1901, fathersd
be Bit John  Robertsnn, thon plaln Jaobn,
allowesl of selretion beforn saroey.  Anvone
enndd sodert, provided the mren was sot less
than 4k and not were thion 20 scres.  The
prike wus fxed 8t £1 per aere, of whiek the
selevtor hadl to pay Js dawn, me) the rest by

imvialments. Al by the way,
mmwmuﬂtMM-
""""“"“‘ﬂmw""‘ The Legis
lative Cnansil, h wns composd wl wum
s, who Bl thoir seats fur fve yosrs,
| bnsidesl sl reriain Blleratiens, which wers nat
| meceptable ba the Guvermnut of the day. Tha
| Gaversnr, Bir John Yeung wos porsuaded te

Jpmsk the Howse with 21 wow Counclilues, bul
the Hoversbeul s slisngt wus Trustrate] :;:F
the President of tha Caonell  rowigni "
preasktion, whilke s wumber of others kﬁ Lhe
iewting whivh had bees called tn swenr in
| i wteww  Thetilore, the

lefury anolhor conbil be don e

3 as up. Am &l Bl bt
wmile te Bave the oo vlective, the BiL
Cwws sholved. The Uswetitulion Ak, which
Latiil Bekd goud, ordered that the sew

PRI 3 Watlid thair position for lide.
fret Cirihiass wms ot e owhat e
Girafton, while s 3840 the  Sest Jak

| I, The nesxt bngsrehl -rtrh e the
Chistory of the district was the distuvery of
L@l b 150, Frow thal sear ikl aboul z:'ﬂ#,
[l was & muhhml:':: rlmn“de. .
Vispling heir way fo the fedde i ’
| Wk etiaston, Prorty Gully, sl Boonow Benpeo.
' A large guentity of goild was fouul. A pulive
AL w‘tuh Wis somed wl Uhrnfves, made
& trip W fertulght, guldl boing hrought in
pu ek horees. A wamber of 1
Wik nt‘l!tuu e disbriet. While the
ail tarrs, T ettt mnal gold m nll
| pluyed their gt in the early dove vk
| wark, yet it remained Fur vloso settleompnt I?'
| Pariers o minke ilale the distyher wa jb s
wiem dmdny, The hemvy fowis in the Hanter
River Vulley doove n wembor af the agrisul
turletn out, id thoy bad te sk for more

taledn Jamil  Some eine Le the Clnronee,
::':I wih cisnanil e Dhe rendrts Chat thors wils




suttaldn luml. Some cume e the Clnronee,
il s ol were Lhe repuris that thare wils
uite mn infus of sotijers from the Huwier,
Vurgrsnn, sl Wawkeshory Jivers.  Mr
Thotnis Page, whe ssme 06 bha Clardues in
1% e e Greafton, with bis fathor, Jueses
Page, the frst head towrker of the flest ni:
thopnd schaal wt Cieafton, in ane of hose wha
s kept tecords of the curly days. He folafos
hw tha jowrney from Bydnox to the Clisrends
Homeds peiigiod two days, On the fhind s
itg they efossed bu, with ths nssistande of
Fulat Preetmra, Te nll the u?‘lﬂl the river
wis w revnimbion of natate i b geemdear
andl bemuty. Thers was ol 4 slgn of o «loar
imyg or sebtboment from fhe Boails wntil they
v lund Lnwraace, The serul dnme down to
the water’s eilge. Creepors, with all munper
of Aowers, arthids, the ginnt frees, the birds
wud mnimad Fife, formad o picties which ot
aven S0 ald yemrs woulid wipe Pram the s
arw, Lattbe bl ewe think o thak Hardy amil
plucky farmers woukd clear the lasd swd con
r-l W ote glve nT its pell  Ghrest sure hed o
W exeieisml  in chooaing  saitable b
fur the Fegisdntive Council  The Uy
ersar aml Mr, Cowper, the Promler, con
paltad  Wertmarth, wha buid  jodt  roternesd
from Bugland, The lakter was made Presi
dont, mned his 22 col wn were peloetind fox
their pubidin spirt and abibity. The Land Eills
wera then | owith tew alterations. ‘Fo
this the mame of John Bolwrtson bs hon-
oursd by mbl the ald sertlers. A great -
pertus wms griven settlotvont an the Clarenee,
il farmers eame from all guarters Yo try
thetr luek on the rich serub lands. Aroumd
Masleun chivly Seotehomon saltlsl, ool avary
Hundlny they mat by (el dhureh, whon thivke
awn ministir pronched in Gielic.  Thiy wat
e mol wenen of Fae physigee, The wealt
el dupportimng of the Clarenen disteivt bs the
st mamamint Lo the work of these selllers,
for o them s bhe oldefest cradlt. Hut wok
iy Hewteh wore the ploseers, bl Lrich, Eng
lhnh, amd even Clormoins,  The Ritel setbbed st
the hwol of D pwowconiss 0 Urnlften, aod
| shiefly grew tabmeen amdl oulfivated  vices,
Umpstakn  Wisnman, whio el S the e
g, apdiirEgsd  settlement by promising to
rouvey bo Hedmey mll mnlee for one bl
jrer beagg for @ beesn of fwo Fears. This el
was fiithfully  fulfilied.  Whoat was nisp

grewn, hat the olimwte il wel suit Gt M
| Alfres) Lirduer, who hiad a farm in Grafton,
D was pha st bo plant aw orapgers, while he
| wbstdpiil o Dadiann plants From @lalum b
Dl 1siis ghe Hest owngur will, B ceojerstive
| timenrn, was opemed ut TTimaees by e Gloy
ernor, the Eurl of Belwore. Tt vl o
failure. Tn 1875 Mre. W, Small wod Mr. feper
e bl the mill, sl they imgartedl @ mon
ager froo the Weat [uidivs. New muchinery
was  Dhstalbed,  Later, Mr (Gray wil g
peiniptedd wmnagger, sinl soecess ergwnel Char
efforts Cill want of eane conpellol ® ereen
those,  AMher couporabive mills wors started,
bt pumdeers were falluees. Mreo Kinwear, of
Uhutsworth Daland, was soothor of the pion-
mat:furm It the veur LS50 rafiou wis
prodlatmed ao munieipnlite. Mo Jo KL Chispe
mun wos elerted fret Mayvor. The first minis

tebs whe held seevices al Crafton wers Hev.
A Belwyn (Charch af Eoglawi), Futher

| Timothy Mebnethy (Roman Cathalic ), whose

Sistrbet dneluiled wil the Clagence anl New
l:fll-ml north of Armidale | Heyv, Jamed
Cialltima ( Preshivtarinn ), Hov. W. Filler (Mo
thadist ), wiel oy, B, F. Becher | it
Previgus to 1530 o strepoons lattle i been
fought for the astosomy of Quaenstand. The
resldents of the distriet from the Claeegon
to the Tweed wors in Paveor of being (oelusded
tn dhe new ealowy, aml Eeugh e Lang

o PR e e LT dhuiice ctbhaoes la®aosas e
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tn the hnew ealowy, aml Hhaugh Lawa
wikvseated thetr olnime, other oo wers
ton whrong, sl they wire amithsl Orlglaally
the Claeetiee was  ioelided U the Darling
Ivowns wlectarate, nnil Mre, Arthor Hodgeon
winw U weeredibed fepitescntativie. When the
Clarwpon wis farmesd jnto & i dlistriet
The fiest gleetion wam hold bn 1850, whon Mr.

Lllmrk  Levi of :rhwr. delentid Mr Al
" thy Hwhmand Hiver, and  Sr.
¥ M. Hyan, of the Clareses Biver. With the
sxrpption of @ few Government oficinls wha
il bhed b the CSydney Morning Heradd,”
the ehiel roplreniating in the Clugenie
wiks Lhi “* Maretun s

AUlnmrier,' " whivh wis
loehid wpim ws the bor ‘s Friemad.  Tha ol
Bands remwmber the pubioation, sl spealk
uf bhe goed wark Bt il 1t b olsloed thet
Mrw, Howard, v Henriottn Small, who was
bars in 1L wus the oldest fomale white
ehill an the Clarence, Mr. Jola Olive, now
of the Riehmanid River, alnims that be was
the fiest white <hibl Torn in the parich of
Rupthgute—aon Dovambior 10, 1350, The et
tel, W lne was eonstrigetind from Goafion
i “f!u.;.-rnat.i i JRAY, mnd the eenbidents wore
priileggrd e meiel 10 werds muywhers within
ihi Stnte fur da The pdunese m L Wiy
wum pabidishad in ) was rnl e
ware wmd  Miehmond Bxaminer,”' amd was
awnnd by Mr. W. B Vinesut, D Little was
thie first medienl practitioner, ;m.l Mr. Jpines
Lives Willwughliy the flest solieitur.




