
Gippsland Times (Vic. : 1861 - 1954), Thursday 9 December 1875, page 3

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article61912444

THE BRIDGE OVER THE

MITC'HELL.

ROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
Bairnsdale, Dec. 6.

-After an existence of some 28 years,
the Mitchell. river punt is a thing of the

past. On the 4th day of December 1875,
be it

remembered, the noble bridge that

now spans the finest-river in Gippsland
was formally declared open for traffic by
'1'. Stirling, Esq., President of the Shire
of B3airnsedale,

On the previous day, at the Council
meeting,lit was determiined that as the con

tractor, AMr P. Platt. had duly completed

his contract, that the bridge should be
opened to the public on toe 4tl inst., at 10

a.m. There was some diversity of opinion

as; to the enforcement of fines for. non

colnpletion of the work in the specified

time, but after the matter had been well

ventilated, the Council by'a large majority
resolved that the fines should not be en
forced, and agreed to take possession of

the work on the following morning. On
Saturday, at 9 a.m., some of the Council's

men removed the western barrier leading
to the bridge,and Crs. O'Brien, J. Calvert,
Ross, liosie, 1V. Calvert, the Shire Engi

neer, the Shire Secretary, and ex-Secre

tary; met the President of the Council at

the south end of the bridge. Here a halt

was made, and in a short time many of the

principal residents had put in an appear

ance. Time being up, the bridge was per

ambulated from south-west to north-east,
where it was deemed convenieJ

t to pull up,
as it was found that M1r Platt had pro

vided an ample supply of good things for
the christening ceremony.

The President of the Shire said it be
came his pleasing duty to formally declare
the-Mitchell bridge open for traffic. He
was plilias?dat the same tiine to state that

all differences with the worthy contractor,
Mr P. Platt, had been amicably settled,
and he now begged publicly, to compliment

him upon the successful completion of his

contract. There had been many difficul

ties to contend with in the course of the

contract, and Mr Platt deserved great

credit for having faced those difficulties

successfuilly. It might be said by some
that the bridge was not finished in accor

dance with the intentions of the Govern
ment and of the Council. All he could

say was that it was finished according to

specification. It was not the contractor's

fault that the machinery attached to the

bridge was not powerful enough to open

the draw part. In carrying out the con

tract he (the President) could bear testi

mnony to the very liberal manner in which

the Council had been met in settling up
the bill

of extras; many of the quantities

had been charged less than their actual

cost, and he
might add, in conclusion, that

as far as he was aware, the Council and

their officers had always been treated with

the utmost courtesy by the contractor.

The President then declared the bridge

The President then declared the bridge
open for traffic, and at the same time pro

posed the health of Mr Platt, the con

tractor.

The toast was drunk with the usual

honors. .

MIr Platt, in returning thanks, said he
was as highly pleased as anyone.that after

so
longs

a time the bridge was finished.

lie had great difficulties to contend with

in carrying on the work, but lie
was plea

sed to think he had pulled through, and

that-all business matters with the Council

had been thoroughly explained and satis

factorily.settled. on both sides. It might

be thought that he 'had made a large sum

out
-

of the contract, but he was afraid

when idl carne to be squared up that the

balance might be on the wrong side of the

ledger. Mr Platt explained how much

more might be made out of a piece of

work let at a lump sum than when a con

tractor had to take one extending over a

number of years. Mr Platt invited the

company to join in a general
"

waes
hael,"

and the invitation was cordially and gene

rally accepted.
.

The absence from the opening ceremony
of two members of the central riding
was strongly commented on by the coun

cillors present, and the conclusion drawn

from it was that being left in a minority
of two on the previous evening on some

matter connected with the bridge, they
had mutually agreed not to take any part

in the proceedings, thus making themselves

conspicuous by their absence. It seemed

a pity such a cousre should have been

taken, but notwithstanding, the bridge

was thrown open to the public. As I

stated in the first portion of my
letter, the

Mitchell punt had been in existence 28

years. Our road board was gazetted June
1867, and the shire on 14th July 1868,
thus it will be seen that the Government
for-

several years received all the rents

from the several lessees, a total which

would amount to many thousands of

pounds. The amount expended by Go

vernment in return up to the time local

government was first established in the

district might amount to £250 expended in

erecting a log hut for use as a prison. If

these and other facts had been properly
placed before the mninister there is little

doubt a suin sufficient for this necessary
work would have been placed upon the
estimates. I notice that the Council in

tend applying for a special grant to be

placed upon this year's estimates to recoup
them for the money expended on this

work. I wish they may get
it, but it seems

very doubtful. In these tilmes of rctrench
ment it requires steady and continuous re

presentation to get tmoney for works to be
constructed, thercfiore the chanlces are

much against obta:ininsg grants for works

that have been finished rand
paid for.

The new bridge, viewinig
it fromi the

townslhip hals an imposing appearance, and
after so many delays alel

feel

heatrtilyv



after so many delays alel
feel

heatrtilyv

pleased

that it is at last openc for tralffic. i
am informed that this bridge in dimensions

is second to only one in the colony. It is

close on 400 'feet in length; it has six

spans, three
of

66, one of
67. and two ofI

59 feet ;

the approaches extend over three

quarters of a mile;
the cost

is
nearly

£13,000.
'l'Thle

contract was signed in

D)ecember 18(9, anrd tihe work was finished

in the latter part of Novenmber 1875. Two

years may fairly
be allowed for stoppages

of one kind and another, thus making the
time taken in the completion of the work

about fiur years. Thirteen thous:nd

pounds seems a large sum to expend on a

wooden bridge, but some £4,500 of that

amount would have been saved by the

erection of a permanent bridge. At the

time the project was first mooted there

was very strong opposition to the deter

mination of the Couucil that tenders

should be called for a draw bridge. Over

and over again it was shown in the columns

of the Gippaland Times that there was not

the slightest necessity for a draw bridge;
but notwithstanding, the plans were

adopted, and the work carried out accord

ingly. The result is that the portion in

tended to move' persistently refluses to

stir, and
Thei

Council have wisely deter

mined to incur no more expense in the

matter, but patiently wait until there is a

necessity to open the bridge for the acconm
modation of vessels to pass higher up the

river. This is likely to occur A.D. 1975.

Mir Kempson, the present Shire Enlgineer,
is not responsible for any mistakes in the

specifications, as they were made out by a

Government officer, and previous to Mr

Kempson being in the service of the

Bairnsdale Shire Council.


