LETTER from
BATMAN

Locked for 40 Years
in Office Safe

TER having bren Incked for
more tian 40 years in & pawn-

(eresting letter from John Bat-
maii, the founder of Mel-
pourne. has been  disoovered
The letter wirs written from
Kingston (T ' by Baitman o
b teiend John Helder Wedge, one of the
shprehdlders in the Port Philltp Associe-
fiory, which Batman organised Ax the
date on the letter 5 Jure 18, 1835, it must
jimve beens (he fest wrilten by Batmon
o his return to Tasmania from making

Mrawing = Baiman

n irealy with the
nborigines of Porl
Phillip, The ¢rn-
tenaty of hie land-
g In Melbourne
will be celebrated
o June B lhis
YOAT

The members of
the historical com-
mittee of the Cen-

tefiafy Cnhnuneil
which published an
offfielal  listory  of

r
Wietorin s swars o e n e

of ather letlers writlen by Batman from
Kingston, bt none bore s date as early
ms June 18, Batman did not make his
official report to Governor Arthur on his
vovage to the future site of Melbourpe
till June 25 According to this report, Bat-
mars lell Port Phillip on June 14, and
arrived I Launceston on June 16, He
must have travelled direct (o Kingston,
where the Ietter was written, [t refers
tik Mts nteeview with John Pascor Fawk-

ner in Lawnceston.  Batmarn's ship. the
Rebeccon, Ieft on its second  vovage Lo
Port Philip on July 20, a day beloro

Fawkner's ship, the Enlerprise

Althoagh the paper is Teded s worn
and bears pvery appedcailoe of beipg 10
vears old  the bevier 4 el che orginal
and only close exaimination reveals thnd
i 1= an expert lHbhograph Experis o
Bandwriting, howeier wre cortgin that L

e w feiwa med accorracra lithorranh od oo

National Library of Australia

biker's sufe, n copy of an Ill-:
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hundwriling. however wre cortain that i
woa triwe apd accuraie lhograph of s
Batman letter The Ietter s pissed lnto
the possession of Mr, Bruce Bmall of
Elimibeth street. Mr Bmall's greal -grand-
futher, Bergeant John Small, of the Blark
Watch, rame Lo Australin in the Char-
lette, one of the ships of Governor Phil-
lip'= Meet, in 1788 Serpeant Bmalls two
brothers, Willlam and "Thomins,  arrived
belore 1800 snd seitled in Lhe Ryde dis-
trick, in Mew Soith Wales  They were
the pioneers of the cedar lodustry there
A daughter who wad born o Bergeanl
Small and hir wife in September, 1780,
wik Among the fArst white children ®rn
m Austraiia, She died ot the age of 84
vours gl Parramatie (NB W

The letter reads as Tollows: —

Dear Wedge. When in Launcestion 1 Hada i
Lispenie of & call fram John Fawkne: Es wihio
=pid he wak only waiting the ceturn ol hie
nip from Bydoey, whick he H#‘hnrl'tl Moy
and & greatl deni more  After hepping adl bre
liwd to say, | seked Tum what patt We W
wotgkg ton He anid the place whicl wus Jon-
mery settled on the poinl Nepean, snd thil
he wislied Lo be on good terms with as and
Lt e wulll.! pol in mny way inieclfere with
s apnd hope we should act e Tha seims wis
inmErd him  ihat was thal wo would not oeo-
couruge Jiin seryanis Lo He intends G
vufchase Lhe land Trom the nalsves, sie siad
I-lr did nok wanl & large fracl, 1hal he wold
huve wome difficdlty B irentimg with  |hem
unless T would allow him one of myv Anlives
und I 1 would not the oaly (hing be couid
am afier wrttling there would be o pepd b
Bvdoey for wome. The answer 1 myade rrdpecr
g my natwes was that 1 shnuid o woibd
e gl b He offered Lo fnke abiylllhg |
winkhed dowi fhert of miy Ilﬂrrwn He Iale
2068 trees,  He further (ald me he hed 04
failvs plbngerlhiey gomg dewn il lin and
e vies, &, e . nbl drawi op and 2lgnes by

Plhoems sl dkal emch perty would take aboul
S o0 T peunds with fhem  What 1hank Yoo
ot nll this? Par my

mAFt ne bie {H.*. ta | he
appEnsile side 1 think 11 lu" the Be

Lhe more Lhe hetber
werl ) Leunceston,
A% NTE  sAMEUINE

tar Ior s
All 1he parties 1 finve
thal are conpected will

and. will meet by appoint-

mefl on my relvuem from Hobacl Town hink
I whakl leave on Baturday, Sunday oerlain. il
vy write me in Hobart, dizect - Free Mason s

Tovern I mm sure vou oould get & passage 10
JF = yvesprl  Try and gel leayve for one month
l'“!“'l'l'lﬂ' m LHUTlU'""lﬁll- DHT the Mew Counir

Lnts of rn;p wilk BM CETLAIN Fhis
FLERInE g oy lhr ‘Cotireer ' 1 som 1he
rncloeed Tesp-ecting the nafives sf Ciresat Teland
Ross regommends their Being senl on Lhe comso
al Wew Holland, What sey you Ehpll | meon-
el this to the tiovernoar?  Would 1 ol be Lo
aUr pteresl 1o I¥e up the neck of 400 000
srres o them? Tite me pEATtEalarly o ek
tirad. O eourme, 1 thould wish 1o take Ciell
mrund' s &dvior Oin f_'l‘m nol  pecolléci  The
Clevernoe mentioning this bo us when on ihe
comst with him snd thet Dacling should g0

et with  Them? Willi  Fespecte To wduar
lamily

uite forgel myeell o slamime e
bl 1 Ith.lil] wel over (1 o Yime 1 owill owrile

P bl aloer FaY amieeview sl the LEEle man
Baiman had apparently earned himsell
i nlckname, Dutlgalla, after owne ol the
aborlgina]l chiefs who stgned the treafy
for n grant of Innd, a= he apeologises Lo
Wedge in the poslseript for having signed
fiks  owmr fume The ecorrect name s
croased oul. but 1L i85 guite decipherable
i Lhe nickname is written belnw
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