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NOETH AUSTBALÏA.

A CORRESPONDENT of the Sydney Morning Herald
has furnished the following particulars of the attempt

to colonise North Australia. We do not recollect a

more infatuated undertaking, and has proved a com3
plete failure :

Facing Island, North Australia, Feb. 22,1847.
Although I have at present no means of forwarding

this communication, yet I have thought it advisable to

prepare a short statement of our doings since our

departure from Port Jackson in the Lord Auckland,
on the 8th of January last, promising to continue my
narrative when any opportunity shall offer of sending
it off. We have many of us friends in Sydney who
are, no doubt, anxious to hear of us, and there is

no way by whicluwe'can more universally communi-

cate with them than through' the medium of your
extensive publication.-'

They will be sorry to learn that our advent here
has been a most inauspicious one-misfortune having
followed upon misfortune -hardship upon hardship.

Our passage down was moat uncomfortable ;-the sea
.

water during the greater part of the way claiming and

exercising a right of common in our cabins, by which
we were rendered very uncomfortable. The ship was

sadly in want of caulking in her upper works. Our
next misfortune was of a more serious character.

After being eighteen days on the passage, and having
our destined haven in view, the ship grounded, on

the afternoon of the 25th January, abreast of Facing
Island, being one of the two Islands which extend
from the entrance of Port Curtis to the entrance of
Keppel Bay, about five miles from land ; and notwith-

standing the most incessant exertions night and day
for four days, on the part of every one who could be
of any assistance, it was found impossible to get her
into deep water. We succeeded frequently in getting

her afloat, but she was scarcely off one bank when
she grounded on another, and continued to strike the

ground so violently that I expected every minute to

see the masts overboard : had she not been a remark-
ably strong ship, she must have gone to pieces. She
was making much water, there being, notwithstanding

continual pumping, five feet of water in her hold.

She sustained so much damage that it is doubtful if

she can go back to Sydney without extensive repairs ;

but until her cargo
is discharged.the extent of the

damage cannot be ascertained. Large patches of the

sheathing were every now and then tearing off her

bottom. Great fears were entertained that the vessel

would become a
total wreck ; BO much so,- that the

captain had all his thing» packed up in readiness to

be sent ashore on a moment's notice.

. On the first evening, Colonel Barney and his

family, together with Captain Day's family, landed

on the island, and on the day following (the 26th
the of the were



January,) the greater part of the passengers were also

landed. As the vessel continued to strike
very

violently, it was deemed prudent to land a portion of

the stores, provisions, &c, at which we were en-

gaged five days. The ship being thus considerably

lightened, she was enabled, six days after she struck,

to pet round to Port Curtis, the passengers and

military remaining on the island awaiting the arrival

of the Thomas Lowry. In the mean time, a tempo-

rary »tore, covered with tarpaulins (untarred) was put

up for the protection of the stores on shore, but it

proved veiy
inefficient, the biscuits, flour, &c, having

been frequently damaged by the rain ; the unfortunate

passengers being housed in canvas tents, which were

equally leaky, undergoing great Bufferings. We havo
three great evils to contend with here:-excessive

heat, heavy rains, and mosquitoes in millions,
par-

ticularly after wet weather. Wo are thus in constant

misery. After enduring a day of overpowering heat,

and when we would fondly welcome the cool of the

evening, we are literally tortured by these vagabond
insects. We have no retreat either from the heat or

rain. On a warm day the atmosphere in the tents is

suffocating, the thermometer ranging for days together

110 degrees. I can compare
it to nothing but an

oven, the heat appearing all to concentrate in these
delightful habitations. In wet'weather (and we have
experienced very heavy rains) they are of very

little

service. We have already undergone four weeks of

these miseries, and from what we have suffered, I

believe I am correct when 1

say that there is scarcely

one amongst us who does not regret coming on this

mad expedition, which, I fear, must ultimately be a

failure, or be «upported at a great expense by Govern-

ment, as, so far as I can judge, the place can never

support itself
; the shoals in and around the harbour

must ever be a drawback to shipping; and from the

droughts and very heavy rains of two and three

months' continuance, as I am informed, the crops

must, I imagine, be very uncertain. But besides this,

I
am satisfied that the system of transportation about

to be introduced here cannot be continued long. It

is truly holding out a premium for crime.

We expected the Thomas Lowry here a week ago,
and from her non-arrival I sometimes indulge the

hope that despatches from home have arrived in Syd-

ney, from Earl Grey, the Secretary for the Colonies,

(who is known to be adverse to it,) revoking the order

of his predecessor in office.

On the 30th January, his Honor the Superinten-

dent, and the other officers forming the Government,

were duly sworn in on Facing Island, and on the

same day the Government Gazette (in manuscript)

was published, containing a proclamation by his Honor
that that portion of the Island of Australia lying to

the north of the 26th degree, of south latitude, should
thereafter be called and known as Her Majesty's

colony of North Australia ; and a further proclama-
tion by his Honor of his appointment as Lieutenant



as

Governor, and that he had that day taken the pre-
scribed oaths, and assumed the administration of the

Government accordingly; and further proclaiming
that Her

.

Majesty had been pleased to appoint an

Executive Council, and to appoint as members thereof
the Lieutenant-Governor, the Colonial Secretary, the

Attorney-General, and the Colonial Treasurer, all for

the time being, and declaring Her Majesty's pleasure

to appoint a Legislative Council, consisting of the

same parties, and of the three senior justices whose
names should be standing first in order in

any general

commission of the peace to be issued by the Lieut.

Governor. The Gazette also contains a notification

of the appointment of William Whaley Billyard,

Esq., as Chairman of Quarter Sessions, acting as

Civil and Criminal Judge; and, until Her Majesty's

pleasure be known, that commissions had been issued

to Edward Christopher Merewether, Esq., to act as

Colonial Secretary ; James Sheen Dowling, Esq., to

act as Attorney-General ; and William Anthony Brown,
Esq., to act as Sheriff; and of the appointment of

Henry Charles Darling, Esq., to actas Public Treasurer

and Receiver-General, The Gazette also contains a

notification of the appointment of six Magistrates,

and of Captain .Day as Police Magistrate ; and a cau-
tion, on our arrival at Port Curtis, against permitting

any of the aboriginal inhabitants to enter our tents,

and intimating that any outrage upon them would be

taken cognizance of in the same manner as if
com-

mitted upon any other of Her Majesty's subjects.

With one exception we have little to object to these

appointments, as, considering the low standard of
salariée, it

was not to be expected that men of talent

or standing could be procured.

Although we have been four weeks on this island

we have absolutely done nothing. We are at a loss

to know what His Honor the Superintendent's inten
tionB are. We certainly expected that as

it
was un-

certain whether Port Curtis or Keppel Bay was to be

our ultimate destination, His Honor would have been
surveying.and examining the former place almost im-
mediately on landing here ; as it is so very close at

hand, and determining upon
its eligibility (as this, it

appears, was not ascertained when he was down in the
steamer,) and upon his determination either at once to

send his mechanics there to erect huts for us, or to

have forwarded them to Keppel Bay for the same pur-
pose, should Port Curtis be deemed ineligible for the
settlement ; and had this been done, they would have
been now ready for our reception. As it is we know
as much of Port Curtis as on the day we left Sydney,
and have to look forward to a renewal of our troubles
and hardships there, and possibly again at Keppel Bay,
instead of having our huts to walk into, as some
little solace for the many hardships we have already[
undergone. \

"

Our regular scale of "rations is,very limited. For
I

example-a man has only 14 ounces biscuit, 12
ounces pork, 4 ounces rice, daily ; his wife, ono half;



; ono

a child under seven years, one-fourth ; and over seven

and under fourteen, one-third of that quantity; and
the same with respect to the other articles. The onlyI

exception is in tea and sugar, of which a woman getsI
the same as a man, viz., ¿ ounce of tea and 2 ounces

[of
sugar. But only imagine 3-J-

ounces of bread, daily,
?for an urchin seven years old, and less than 5 ounces
[for

a boy up to fourteen. Zounds !
a 21b. loaf would

?be liker tho thing. At that age every one knows a

¡child eats four times the bread that a man does. We
have had fresh meat only twice since we landed.

March 1.

We have now been here another week lying" on our

oars. Not a move has been made. The rain, during
¡several days, has been very heavy, and the wind so
rtigh that the Lord Auckland drifted about three
miles, and several tents were blown down during the
night, leaving the unfortunate inmates-men, women,
and children-exposed in their beds to all the fury of
jthe

weather. We should all be happy to return to
Ihe shelter of the ship, and I

am utterly at a loss to
conjecture why we are detained here, subject to such
dangerous exposures, and the vessel so close at hand.

March 8.

Another week and nothing done, save that Colonel
iarney, on the 3rd, proceeded with a party of
oecbanics to Port Curtis, and after a short survey
lelurned in the afternoon with a favourable impression

Y the place. The mechanics and a guard of three
oldiera and a corporal were to be tent this morning

to Port Curtis to look after water, but tile
order was

countermanded-a vessel heaving in sight yesterday,
which went into Rodd's Bay during the night, andto-day we were revived by seeing her enter the port.She proved to be the Secret, from Moreton Bay, with
timber belonging to Mr Welsh, brought down for the
use of the settlement.

Tuesday, March 16.
I have little

to add to this communication, save that
we aro in statu quo'. The long looksd for Thomas
Lowry arrived here on Sunday last, safely j such of
the passengers as

I have seen, expected to find
every-thing prepared for them ; but if the vowel be speedily

discharged and sent away, they must be content tofare for some time as we have done. It is said that
the Superintendent intends to proceed to Keppel
Bay, to survey that place as compared with Port
Curtis; but from what I can learn here, it is almost
already determined to select the latter place for the
settlement, although I am informed that fresh water
has not been discovered except at some distance from
the intended site. I

slated in a former part of my



a part of myletter that our rations are very limited; they have
now, however, been increased.

The following observations had been supplied :

STATE OF THE THERMOMETER AND WEATHER AT FACING
ISLAND.

Date. 8 12 0 State of State of
1W7. A.Bl. KOO». P.M. Weather. Winds.

Feb. I . 92 . 102 . 95 ...min... N. E.
2 . 93 . 104 . 98 ...rain... N. ß.
3 . 92 . 106 . 94. showers N.E.
4 . 92 . 102 . 96 ...dry... N. E.
5 . 96 . 110 . 99 ...drv

... Variable.
6 . 92 . 110 . 98 ...drv

... N. E.
7 . 93 . 103. .90 ...dry ... N.E.S.E.
8 . 90 . 100 . 89 ...dry... S.E.
9 . 82 ;. 100 . 93 ...dry... N.1Î.
10 . 85 . 99 i. 90 ...dry... N.E.
11 . 92 . 99 . 91 ...dry... N.E.
12 . 85 . 92 . 84 ...dry

... S.E.
13 . 84 . 92 . 80 ...dry... Variable.
14 . 75 . 85 . 80 ...rain... S. E.
15 . 76 . 84 . 79 ...rain... S. E.
16 . 74 . 80 . 79 ...rain... S. E.
17 . 80 . 110 . 91 ..dry... S.E.
18 . 82 . 100 . 82 ...dry... S. E.
19 . 90 . 100 . 91 ...drv... S.E.
20 . 84 . 88 . 82 ...dry... S. E.
21 . 75 . 86 . 80 ...dry

... S. E.
22 . 75 . 92 . 70 ...dry

... S. E.
23 . 80 . 90 . 79 ...rain... S. E.
24 . 66 . 80 . 75 ...rain... S.E.
25 . 76 . 76 . 75 ...rain... S. E.
26 . 76 . 78 . 76 ...rain... S. E.
27 . 73 . 86 .

7(5 ...rain... S. E.
*

28 . 82 . 90. 76 ...dry
... S. E.

REMARKS.

We felt the heat of the climate on first landing on this

island very oppressive, but now have become assimilated
to the climate, and do not experience the slightest in-

convenience from the beat.

The climate is exceedingly healthy, from the circum-
stance of no disease having taken place amongst us, and
all seem to enjoy the best of health.

THOMAS UOUEUTSUN, Assistant-Surveyor,

North Australia.


