A FLirATING HOTEL,
—T

A Lanv's Exreriesce |

Paviog apent a delichtful week on the
ool Lakes, Tthmk iz weuld ba as well

et 3 vir teaders know what a very pleaunt
top these fo 1o be had, at a small et —all
tho paem e be sipprectited nfter the heat and
plic ot Bandlhirat,  Afeer taking our berths
v tho] Steamship  Durcabogie, o Flosting
dlcael, we it Fonders-street by the Hest
Toann o Welnesday mornlog,  The weather
woe ok AIE that could be demicad, bat we
Yooreoon pleasars bent. and it troabled uas
vory bittle, 1 was suvprised and plessed at
tiocrapad growth of the towuships en foote,
Wiatrigal, espectally, being qoite a large
1. Herwat is we stop for refreshment,
At here, w8 at Kyneton, 1 tind the came
trwhde to eet anythinge at all, 1 do ot
Baow wha it shoald be so; it is very tanta-
Lecine towew the loapds of ereation sitting down
comfurtably, enjoying a goad meal, whils we
Fotios can searcely got & eupof tes, and when
wesko 2ottt there isoso bhitle time lelt 1o
diek e, that one has to sk a scalided thropat
e leave Rall heliad,  Now, | thiok matiers

ek b arvanged wuach better by haviog one |
woal oss bold ol e serve Tadies, instead of
bovpaons tlomn wating untldl the gentlomen
i mibiationl. However, our time s up l.mll
werare il agisan through very heavily tim- |
bored wountry, with lovely forn gullies and
rlvcniis of water every where, booka nru|
Pliriiwin 451.[._'-, Al wo givu ﬂu:'aelr.-.l ull.t-n ain-
povmeent of Ahe scenery, and tbok of the
v ieag aml dust wo have left behind. Atpl
Mo, te country chanees ecompletely, and
Loka dechlusdly poor, but we ot & sjplendid
Vi o ML Baw Baw,  Farther  on
Uie cnditry agam changes to aplendid  park-
Lo bvads, with prime fat cattle grazing on
cochande of tha b, At Inst Sale tereached.
P the station we ars taken by vabs down
Tt wharf, which in theeo niles away, Wo
ar sl e the cansl whieh is in courss of

dsteiction from the Latrobe to Bale (after
e of B Yohin Cinider), amd w 1l alliow
Cats oo npht up to the owe.  Tlus,
tooinatbit, will very wuch wprove Sale, avd
B i ehyendent and plessant for touriats,
Pl aaving the throe mile deive in eabs with
vure nivliferent hiocsus,

ALt round & turn in the road tee vatoh
nﬂllllli'-!-ﬂ' of th.tl Bumlmgie; Hh‘d in a few
mrgwlos oare resting eomfortably on board
alier oer heng fmegty, Wo find the aceom.
e Latton exeetlont, uice airy calana of pine:
atbuned and varnished sxyuiaitaly clean and
Sarnialiod very prettily, quite as fll'fa as we
it b ewneet with sufficiont poam Tor ahout

Praesengers. Two very  beight baokine
sl aastewardess and watteeas, both weariny

i
wlk
Lk
capoowhich mre very bewoniir, wait WgHal s,
Rl wa are span selthed in our Teapectjve
prlavess UVapdain Bull viving orders te east
c ik s peed ahiead | we wore soon steaming
atawa U teatiful Latrobe River, with ita
Solonnid rodelion alniimt Line aneaneh £ox Waw
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aowa T teantiful Latrobe River, with it
Sl reacties almost long enough for Han-
bit el Beash to comtest the championship,
Wil voan for thousanda of spectators along
0y hewntiful grassy lanks, In about an
bovii = time we pershed Lake Wellington,
W il 4 a4 magaificent shect of water about
tooive iles across but otherwise unintersa-
tine,  DPuiee beiug anneoneed and serrel
p the very pretty salion at six o'veck, con-
Eted of sin coucses, ona ofF delictous fish
focalifvam the lake, Mr, Ducham i to be
o vesritubated onohia success as eaterer and in
Boving secured the services of such an efli-
coont eadks At dinner we Lad ample time (o
shidy oue fellow passengers, wlom, althangh
vl tierous, wo afterwards fompmd bo he éx-
v tmzly asreeable and amitsing.  Dinuer
brotar ovie, we wers om dock st as the stea-
Bicc wia entering Me, Lellin Straita, from
thence across Lake Vietoria to Paynesville,
winch was our destination for the nisht,
Parnosvilie is only a sall fishing village
afeeat ton miles by vomd from Bairnsdale,
Severad sentlemen from that town (fucluding
Mr Hootford, whom many old Sandhurst resi-
lents will pemeber), keep their own honts
there winl spend  eir holidays 1 hahing,
Iracine the mizht, the rain which had been
hreatening sinee we started, cane down in
varnest. About nine o'clock next morning
anclior was welched and we aped aervas
Lhe King, which s the most beautsful of all
the Lakes. Here, whilst  promenasdine to
Kovo[mrselves warm, we got a splendid view
theoiesh our slasses, of the wreat Dividing-
ranie with Mo Taylor and Thsappointment in
the forogromm]. Gt the Tambe which
Biis the reputation of having the most char-
e svenery of any of the Gippsland Bivers,
bier tiaat b9 quite a ntter of taste an the
Tawd . Nicholson and Avon, are equally
beautiful awl §should sive the palm w0 the
Miclileim, which is short but Nery awedot,
Fuor some dmtance the Tambo is cultivated on
Lot sides, and very protty little homeatends
e to L seen og the hich banka 1 naticed
thot Dops ure not grown to such extent as
frmerly, but that maize has taken its place,
b the wore payable erop. We passed hy
a luse sawwidl where  there were quantities
of pvinr Bloeks for the streets of the ot e,
Pl The seenery improved with every turn
el the mver dn some places the cliffs were
viow lich and clothed with every peasible
rhde of green. How we wished tLﬂ rain
woull ecdae that we might go on shore and
it same of the lovely thwers and ferns
that shoandel on every side, but fate was
A st us and we mnde onrselves an comfort-
Al dy pmailile under the awnings. During
Ll we wore tied 1o & tree and  theu
6lonind back apain mud up the Mitehell
o Posnsdale whers we arrived at 3 pom. |
Iotod Bairnsdale moch  improved |
Bl wiy last visit, We made the most of
car tie, being driven to 8 pretty spot called
Tronwe 1Mant, which s at the back of the town
s distance up the Mitchell. Wa also

\ rivl @ Tarea  Froik  seedan ahoasdlan o
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gy distance up the Mitchell, We alag
Vool oa large fruit garden abounding in
s strawherries which we were allowed

toonbwed Wl It seemed a pity to see such
it of fruit soing to waste, there bein

e biarker e it but this will be rmna&:’.eg
v shoet finie when the railway is opened.
Ihairns Lale 18 very pretty and we were BOITY
to leave ity but fresh scenes awaited us and
e went down the Mitchell across the
Lak s prast Payuesville.intercepling a steamor
el i way to get the Melbourne papers;
thar by the way was quite a feature in the
iy » proveedings as Captain Bull slways
Beahaded to be somewhere near when a boat
¥oas coimimgdown sn that we might have the
prjers every day, for which the gentlemen
oo viry grateful.  Thisdane, we headed for
adittle bay called Duek or Lady Bay, alovely
Lirt'e spot, where we anchored for the wnight.
After dinner we rowed up to the head of
the [1t'e bay by moonlight which added to
the vilvet in o marked manner, and was
tite on pretty as wnything 1o be seen in the
Syduey Harlowr, There is plenty of shooting
to Lol and tish were seen jumping about
us iuoevery direction, ooly waiting to be
caizht Un again next day, down through
the back Lakes; we spend a delightful morning
ofy the ccean beach, | believe the Burrabo-
gie is the omly steamer that visits these Likes,
#s she only draws four feet of water and even
then phe stirs up the mud occasionally,

Ul arain alter luneh scross the Lakes
¥ sherville, Jimmy’s point, and the new En-
trauce in course of construetion, Anchoring
ol Conntnglivm ot 4 p.om, with the wind
Boowing very fresh from the east, we finished
up the day with songs and recitatious, with
the roar of the breaskers a Iew yards off,
wahing o tittingTeccompaniment.

At ten o'clock next day we started for Lake
Tyoers i u deag provided and driven by M:.
Darham.  The road leads up over the topa
of the hills, from whence iy oblained a
ghoruus view of the ocsan and lakes, passi
heautiful fern gullies echoing with the cry
the Bell-bird and the oecasional tote
of the Stockwhip-bird, we very soon catch s
glinipse of the Lake throogh the trees. We
lunched on a charming mpot overlooking the
Lake, and opposite the aboriginal station. We
hoped to have visited the station, but thers
beine quite & sea on, we had to abandou the
ides, a8 u drenching would have spailt our
plussure, to say nothing of our es. But
W Were THore l'iunmmt with the i
panorama which lay at our foet. The lovely
purple waters of the Lake, divided only by
a strip of yellow sand from the beautiful blue
nrlt'ei'}ofthnl’lﬂiﬁc,nldnupnﬁﬁn“
to o

{)n the way home Mr Durham takes us o
s perfect forn-tree gully, which bas not as yet
been spoiled Ly tourists, and over s real bush
road where we had to keep dmwking our
heads to avoid the overhanging branghes, and

vhich proved Mr Durham to be a capital
whip. We arvived nt the biat in itime
wr o splendid dinner, which was dooe
ull justice to aftor a most enjovable day.
Next day bring Mondaw, Yhe boat's head is
vaain turned i*whids the Lakes, and we make
for Ahe Nieholson River, and spend a quiet
happy day, sitting on the deck in the nlme-
rous easy-chaird, while the gentlemen rechne
tn hammocks,  With nothing to do, and ally
aur domestic cares forgotten, we revel in the !
charining stonary, nuﬁ.h:mn;h@ gidoy nur.
sulves. Retoruing theduel the Lakes fur
the lnst time, w2 anchor for the wight in Lake
Welltuglon, two wiles from the mouth of the
Avon, Next morniung we macend the river,
assing the aborizinal station of Rahmayuck,
b natives cante running down Lo see us, as
nostdamcr is quite an event on that river,
W anehiored ata lovely spot called Redbank,
where woe went on shore and got a glorious
view of the mountains.  Nack agaln up the
Latrube to Bale.  Oue vovage belug ended,
wi all felt the greatest rogret st parting from
the Burralwgie anid her kind dnd entBrprising
nwners, who had don 'l!'l.l"ry'h‘ui.ng i1 ther
power to make Gdr trip enjoyakble.

We ar-
ricet In time to cateh the afternoon train to
Melbourne, which we reached at 11 p m.,
feeling all the better for our most delightiul
week's holiday.
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