AGROUND ON A SANDBANE,
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The very unplearant experienco ql‘ _mminp;

a night on a sandbank in Port Phillip say
. was unexpeotedly afforded the parsengers by
' the steamer Lousdale, on her way from
Queenselifl to Geelong, on Thureday. The
vessel was chartered by the Ballarat Licensed
Victanllers® Assogiation to ennvey excursion:
ists to the 'CIiff, it being tho sunual marino

onting under the auspices of the socieby,

loasnra
seckars arrivedfin  Geclong by special traing,

When the Ballarat contingent of

they were joined by about 50 Geelong resi=
dente who were desirous of baving o trip by
water to the Hends, and the Lonslale left
the Moorabool-strect whari with 710 passen-
pers, Dverything paesed right merrily uutil
six o'clock in the evening, when the
vessel was  retarning  with  her  liviog
freight ta this port.  The atmesphero
wns rather thick with smeke from bush
fires, mod there was™n slight haze on tho
surface of the water, but at a distzoee of
over Lirea miles there was no difficnlty of
discerning objects shead. Hogeiog the coast
all the way frow the "ClLiff, Captain John
Richardson kept the Lonsdale in shallow
wnater, and, missing one of the buoys marking
off the deep water, he landed the steamer on
St. Georpe's baok, o large patch of sand
extonding from the shore to about three-
quarters of a mile into tho seo. The vesesl
was travelling at the rate of eleven kno'a per
liour, and bad reached a position about mid-
way between St. Leooards and Portarling-
ton, the latter township being mearly threo
milen distant, The stenmor bumped beavily
on the ground three times beforo she came
tn a standalill by plasting her prow well into
the eandy botiom, over which there was a
depth of water to the extent of GIt Din,
The tide wae rapidly Ealling, sod all bope of
getting clear until the tide roge had to be
ahandoned after zeveral inefTectual nttempls
to pet off bad been made, Fortnoately the
water waa porfectly calm, and the conster.
nntion nmnowg the passéngars, about half of
whom were females, was not as marked as it
would have heen under otber eircumstanoes,
i misfortune was good-humoredly borne,
despite the sgaravating sicht of warching
the steamers Edioa and Execelsior steaming
away to Melbourne, spparestly unaware of
the pusition of the Lonsdale, which was a
long way ont of her proper course, What
object the captain had in heing so close
in whore when the shosl i1 eo distinotly
maitkeda on the bay charta will be a matter
for theconsideration of the Steam Navigation

Board, and isn':lruult't ;'tm unfair to prejudgo
le mas £
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Board, awl i3 woeuld he unfsir to prejudpgo
the case, When it was nugertained
that thore swas nn probability of the
vesgel boing apgain alloat uatil three o'clock
on Friday morning the possengers rosigoed
themselves Lo their fates, being assured by
the eaptain that unless the zea beeamo
rongh therse was no causs for slarm. A
substantial tea was prepared, nnd Lthoso
persony who had not  provided for them-
selves procured all provisions at moderata
prices, The steamer was well found by the
caterer, there being an abundant and ample
supply of everything rcquisite to eatiafy the
appetites of the great crowil of excarsioniste.
In the meantimo a fishing smnack pat off
fram S, Leonards, and it waa engaped to
canvey the chicf officer of the steamer to
Portrlinpton, so that a telegram might be
sent to Melbouroe for ascistance, Awmoog
those who went ashors im the boat
were  Mr  Foster, precidont of the
I31llarst Liceosed Viclaallers’ Association,
and Mc H, Wright, oue of tho railway
puarda, aad telegrama  were sent to
Geolong and  DBallarat  piving  brief  ine
formation regarding the accident. At nine
a'clock in Lthe evening the boat returned
with two ather boats, ong being nnider the
charge of Mounted-constable  Wilson, of
Portarlivgton, who informed the caplain
that hie hal duly vobilied at headquarters in
seelong and Melbouros the unfortvnato
position of the steamer, and thut he wonld
willingly onmaist tho veesel and passengers.
One buat from  Portarlington remaioed by
Lhe steamer nntil miduight, aod tbe eon.
stuble and the fishormun stayed woolil the
stenmer got slloat shurtly before half-past 2
v'elock yesberdny  wmorning, she having
leen  agrovod  ooarly  eight hours and
a hall. The enforewd imprisonment on
hinard the Logsdals was barne with, as the
lion, . 13, Jones yemarked, * Chrivtian
furtitmde,™ which was tiken as aspecial
compluneont from a consistent tectotaller s
applicdl te ** publicaus and sipners.” Mr
Jonea specdily  seb to workk in eptertainiog
the passungers on thequarterdeek, which wana
rizoedupasaeoncerthall, and welllighted with
tha olectrie lighta, SBnogas, recitations, and ho-
morous readings and epecches were indulged
in, aud the audience npprecinted the spocial
efforts mnade by the ladies and pentlemon
who wvolunteered to amase them. In an-
othor part of the large steamer a brass band
from Ballarat ¢ as enzaged fur a ball, given
ou the spacions deck ; in a bhird guarter an
improviessl minstrel tronpe gave an enteor-
tninment, in whieli Mesara E. Kuigat, W.
lteales, and I, Kohn, of Geelonp, were tho
chicf clements in the comic buriness. Tho
cons of Beotia pind as many of Lthoir fricnds
aa bad ' wn ear for pipe maszic ™ assombied
on the bows of the Lonsdale and listenad to
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on the bows of the Lonsrdale and listonad to
the clever manipulation of the hagpipea by a
Highlazulman reaitlent in Ballarat; and who
wore distinenishineg medals for service in
Leypt and ¢lsewhere, Darties of guoit and
eard players were formed in all parta
of the st:amer, so thoat Lhe time on
hand was spent as merrily a3 circumatances
would permit, Persons who preferred t3
sleep away the annoyavee of the detentivn |
were *f colled up " in every direclion, and |
fortuoately the night air on the bay was
jusk warm enongiy to be agreenble withont
rendaoring it negessary to scarch for blankets
and avergonta. Daring thoe whele of the
time the Donadale was sgronnd anxiogs eyes |
strained in the direction of Melbourne ia |
search far the lizhts of a ateamer which
it had been promised wonld be seut |
tn tho assistance of the excarsionists, |
Xone, however, hove in sight, and ﬂin-!
appnintment was  expressed in wmany
guarters, Ab two a.m, a slight trembling in
the stenmer indicated that the rapildly
making tido waa liftiog tho vessel oll the bed
of sand, awl, nesisted hy her powerfnl
paddles, the Lonsdale drew gradaally oot
of the pground and went nstern inte deep

water shortly before 2,30 aan.  Alter
going natern for hiall a mile a steamer’s lights

were observed on the starboard bow, emerg-
ing from Lhe Lhick haza which nverapread
the sea, The steamer bore down to the
Looadale, and it was dieccovered to be the
| favorito old tog Loat the Willinma, which
had been searching in the mist for the
| Lonsdalo for soma houre, but her eaptaio
would not go furgher in shore wheo tho
'man at the Jead eigoalled that only 3
| fathnms were registered by the line, The
| puiding buoy from the chapuel leading from
| Quesneelill, and which would have given the
| eaptain of the Lonsdule an opportunity of
- ascertnining his whereabouts, could not be
~found by either veesel, and the Williams
was ordercd to Melbourne, as her services
were not reqoired,  Captain Richardson
determined apon anchoring until daylishs,
mueh against the will of the president of the
Victaaliers' Asanciation, At fivea,m, the fog
commenecad to lifs off the land, and under
very easy stenm the Lonadale was permitted
to creep up abreast of the Portarlington
jetty, and even then oot far encugh away
from the sliore to cnsure safety, The cogiucs
were slowed down owing Lo the devsity of
the haze on the bay, nnd Geelonp was
ultimately reached at seven a,m. Through-
out the night peopla in thia town who had
relatives on board the Lonsdale kept anxions
wateh in the viginity of the wharves for the
missing tteamer, and when she emerped

fram tha amal*n and mist olnas nn #n tha
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IBSINE EILAINEr, ANU WOCD BO0 cmerged
from the emoke aud mist close up to the
weatern bathe, or half a mile from the troe
course, a sigh of relici was cmitted by most
of tho passeugers. Althouph no ill-[eeling was
exhibited by the cxcursionists, there was no
concealment of tho fact that they were
pnnoyed at the mishap which had made a

| mizerable fnilurePof the pnhiiﬂnn&’ picnic thia

year, which bad promised to be the greatest
succesa achieved by the amsociation. The
epecial traing which had been engaged to
convey the pienickers back to Ballarat were |
found waiting at the railway station, and the
party left for the goldfields city abont half
an hour nfter arriving nt the Moorabool-
strect wharl,
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