THE ROUGH WEATHER.

—

PAMAGE TU SHIPPING IN THE
BAY,

{HE STEAMER LONSDALE DRIVEN
AGROUND.

The boisterous weasher which prevailed in
Bown ; estunlay was palpably Leongiat umdes the
Botive vy pedestrivis, it wis siill more soverely
fele by tiuee on Aipbosrd, i tie shippiog io
Hobson's  May recoived svtue damare.  The
Wost serivuy mishiop which vecurred was the
wrandiug yesterday afterncon of the stemwer
lomzdaie, belongiug te the Port Phillip Bay
Excursion Company, The Lonsdale, which is o
tWu Tounelled paddle composite stenmer, was
brovgh® to this port about sic yenrs ago, to
W wsed A oan exoursion stealwer i Port
Phillip Bay. For about ronr years <he mmde
pleasure trips to Queenselin’ aul uther places of
holiday resurt, but a couple of years singe was,
Yo 8 great exteut, superseded by the Ouone.
During last season she was unused, and for
some time she bad been lying in the Bay near
the Purt Melovurne railway pier in charge of
Ume man  Loring Thuvsday siroag winds woere

WIWing  from the south-wed, which yuster-
dey  werrtany iucressel to o gale aml were
aevompativd by a heavy so ad extraoniinarily
high tides.  Abuvdi nuon yesteriay the Lons-
sale, whose registered wnnece s 229, bad only
a buw line cut, and waa loties] te be dragging
her auchor. My, K. Jubnson, the alway
station roactor at Purt Melbiourne, ohisrrved this,
siul sewing that it continued, teleplionad, about
1ucloek, to Me, W, R, Kvens, the manager fur
the Port Phillip Bay Exeursion Company, st the
ttiee i Uolis atreet, M ilon e, L AL, Ykl
Wad oLt ut the time, and be tley conmmunieated,
by thie same mesns, to one of the ditectors of
the company, Mr. W. Greenlaw, mavager of the
Colouial Bank., lu the meantiune the steamer
drifted porceptibly fur ball o mile, and when
she was opposit: the buths, a heavy sea
struck ber broadside v, and  she steadily
drifted shoreward in - 1hat position till 5
velovk, when she reated on the beacl,  She lay
wbove the ordimsry 'ugh water wark, pre-
Entiug her port side to the sen.  Last night she
wik Iying abaet o esbla’s et from land, and
within 200 vards of the boths, The muan in

Lhinree waa st ou board, aod pe coemmunioation
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vhinrge wis still ou board, and be conmunication
with the sliore had besu effected.  The mausger
uf the company, having henrd of the vecurrence
to the stenmer, went down to ort Melbourne
st 4 olelock in the aftermoon, but oo tugs
wure  then available to tow tlie Lonsdaie
o the beach, sud it was decided to allow her
fu reimain as sbe was till to-day.  Capeain .
Vine, the pier master at Fort Melbourne, states
that one tug was absent fiom its berth ot the
time of the oecurrencs to the Lonsdale, having
taken o ship up the Yarm, and the vther tug,
the Hoseue, Lad just started to tow a
sehocuer to Willamstown, and that by the
tiwe the Fescue wos able to assisr the
strapded  steamer Assistanoe was  Qee-
less, os the small diaught of the tug
would prevent her meking any headway with
the work of getting the Lonsdale off. Caprain
Viue alleges that, when Le went to dinner at 1
#'¢lock, she Lonsdale was not then dragging her
suchor, but that when he returned, st 2 o'clock, |
the zteamer was out of reasch, The height
ot the thde was sueh that three houses,

standiog above the beach and about 200 yaris |
frutm the Lonadale, were inundated amd rendeved

Jtivdiabitable by the presence of some inches of |
water on the Heors. An unusually high tide
Was uvcessary to place the steamer in her pre-

gt position on the beacl, and a similarly high
tide would be required to float her again.

Abuut a year ogue anuvther aechlent veeurred

tv the Lousdale ot Uuecenselitf. OUn that
weeasivn  whe  struck a sand  bank, was
Thivwn  out  of her  bourse, and  gat

1t teet intu the deeking and vinders of the old
pier. Alter the arrival of the steambr in this
purt, although she bad been built for vxeursion
ure, varions improvements were effected in hey
vabin sud aswping deck aceummodation,  The
Leure, which Las almost eutirely replaced the
Lousdale, is & swifter steamer and  more
ehinutately decorated,

o addition to the stranding of the Lonsdale,
otlier Tisbaps te vezsels &t anchorage and small
erattin the Bay took place yesterdsy, ln one
casy a Jighter was alinest carried ashtore, but
wud reeovered, The Cardigan Castle, a vessel
knrely arrived from British ports, hadl her
fuie chains swept away during the height
wi the storm 1 the afternoon, but with
the wid of o eable tue vessel was promptly
sgcared. Last wven'ng. the pdelinaster mmle
urtanzements fur having ail the vessels bertied
&t tue piers made safe for the buisterons night
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&T tue piers made safe for the boisterous night
woicn wes expecied, The wome precaotions
weie Thken with redpect tu the vessels aushiorsd
utl the pier.

The etfeets of the galv also extendeod landwand,
The waters of the Day were thrown on to the
river, aud the veed from the city to Port Mel
bovrme was o mony pluces Apoded. Yrom the
raitway gates ot Port Melbourne to 000 yards
west uf the baths ground that onee stood 50
feet mbove Ligh water was yesterday covered
with feam and deift wood, and the road for foot
passengers aluug the beacn waw, for the i
being, invisinie,
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