THE EXCURSION STEAMER
GOLDEN CROWN.
——

The marine excursion season was insuge-
rted on Saturday afternoon with a trial spin
‘of the Port Thillip Steamship and Hotel
Company's paddle-steamer Golden Crown
from the Sandridge railway-pier to Queens-
clitf, Portsea, Sorrento, and return. ‘The
weather was rough and uncongenial, and
extremely uninvourable w s thorough enjoy~
ment of the occasion, from a pleasure-seeking
excursionist's point of view, but was admir-
ably adapted for crucially testing the sea-
going qoalities of the boat, which has been
strengthensd and thoroughly overhanled and
refitted minee last season, The wind blew
half & gale from the south-west all duy, with
occasional squalls and heavy min towards
the evening, and the sea waa unpleasantly
hulky, except when under the shelter of the
land. As » natural consequence, the boat
met with rough treatment in the rough
chopping sena that broke in the long
reachics off Corio Bay and the entrance to the
Meads, but on the whole she behaved ad-
mirably, aml preserved s pretty even
keel, which enabled the majority of thoas
on board to remain on deck enjuy
the ireali Lrekze pnd charming ed of the
surrounding punorama.  The steamer woa
taken into Wright, Orr, and Co.'s dock, Yarm-
bank, early in August last, when hull
was stripped for the purpose of ascertad
the mnriititm of the flrnmn and the pecessl
of submtituting new timber wmidships, whie
wis furmerly considered to be the w
point of the vessel. A thorough overhaul
was mude of the veasel from stem to

gtern, and such sdditions wnd improvementa
| were made us to render her as trustworth
pnd serviceahlens when originally conatruce

| A portion of the main iL:flhll n renew
to the extent of 1000t with redgum timber,
16in. by 12in. Two pew garbowrds of red-
gum, 12in. by l4in., 120ft. in length, have
aluo been titted. Side kelsona of Uregon pine
150ft. in length, have been fitted inside, and
ull this mass ot woodwork has been bolted
through vertically, horizontally, and dia-
gonally, This ulmost molid bottom not only
exlendd under engines snd boilers, but some
25(t, ol either end of the engine-rosmn
npace. The strengthening also inc ndes two
hilge.riders inside, 12in. by Sin., and 60ft. in
leneth.  THagonal bruces of the same length,
and of Oregon pine, have also been supplied,
and thesg ure ail through fastened from the
cutside, An outsidle wiringer hus also been
placed on either side. These nre of Uregon
pine too, 12in. by 7in.  They are scored in on
the frames, and fastened with screw-bolia
wnid nuts, A new spring-beam has been fitted
on the port side, wnd strengsthened with T
iron. The aponson stuys have alse been con-
pidernlily ui.mnml_'mnml, Tl u{dit.iunu E.-pw;
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piderslly strengthened,  The sdditions repres
sent & combinstion of strengths capable of
standing the most crocial tests.  The huoll bas
been ennlked and recoppered, and thedecksand
upper works have received careful attention.
Twou new boats huve been placed on_ the
davita for nee in cuse of emergency, a
ship has in other respects been thoroughly
The improvements have been
plunned by Mr. Douglas Klder, shipwright-
surveyor to the Steam Navigution Board, and
manner under

the supervision of Mr, ltobb, The engines

"and boilers have received a thorough over.

haul and repair by Mesars. Forman and Co.,
under the supervision of Mr. Cullen, the
chief ineer, and to the satisfaction of Mr.,
Alexander Wilson, the engineer-sarveyor in
connexion with the Harbours and Navigation
department. Extensive alterations have
been carried out in the saloon, which has
been refurnished throughout by Messrs
Alston and HBrown, and is much improved in
consequence. 'The ca 's cabin has been
removed from the ssloon to the deck, and
the space is now devoted to & peatly-fitted
gcullery, The bur, which ia located in the
stern, has been thoughtiully partitioned off
from the saloon, may now he used
us o smoking-room. The ship has been
inted ornamented throughout by
r. Alexander DBorthwick, und a oo
little cabin  has been fitted up
shipa especially for the convenience of
the Indies, Kvery care has been taken to
provide for the convenience of the public who
are in the habit of *'going down to the sea in
uh':ra,“ at & cost of between £5000and £6,000,
and the ship has been placed under
control of Captain T. W. Smith, formerly the
commander of the as Nelson and the ss
Dawn, ong of the most popular *'ski
in the port. The catering will be out
by the company under the permonal super-
vision of Mr. Duniel Gilson, and the whole
Ki.’ﬂ be Ender thui direction of Hrﬁ ::’.
ivans, the general traffic manager ]
company. There was a lorge party on board
on Saturday, but no ial test was made of
the steaming power of the vessel. The trip
each way took upwards of three hours, but
owing to some delay having been occasionsd
in getting alo

ide the through th
rough state of the wmﬁa-m
un

L ]

were not landed at
10 p.m.
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